
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

Water has been in the news a lot this week. In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder used his 
State of the State address to apologize to the residents of Flint - a city of 100,000 residents 
north of Detroit - for a water contamination crisis that has been ongoing there for almost 
two years. In April 2014, Flint switched its drinking water supply from the Detroit Water 
and Sewerage Department to the Flint River. Almost immediately residents began                          
complaining about the taste, odor and color of their tap water, as well as side effects from 
drinking it. Last October it emerged that there had been an alarming increase in lead -in-blood levels 
among Flint residents, and children in particular. The water supply has now been switched back, and a 
$28 million state rescue package has been granted, but the damage already done will undoubtedly                  
reverberate in the beleaguered town for years to come.  

Meanwhile, here in California the State Water Resources Control Board approved a plan to capture more 
rain, after it emerged that most of the torrential rain that fell on Southern California last week flowed 
straight into the ocean. Nearly 3 inches of rain actually fell, and its diversion to the ocean, which was once 
seen as a great way to prevent floods, is now widely understood to be a wasted opportunity. The                      
regulator has set aside $200 million for projects that will collect rain, and here in Los Angeles we plan to 
collect 3.3 billion more gallons a year from projects already under construction. Eventually we will be  
collecting 20 billion gallons of rain a year over and above the 10 billion gallons we now collect.  

Our Torah portion this week is also dominated by water stories. At first the recently liberated Jews are 
trapped on the shores of the Red Sea, with the Egyptian cavalry very close behind them, poised to                      
obliterate the nascent nation before they have even had the chance to realize Godõs dream of chosen 
nationhood. Suddenly the waters of the Red Sea miraculously split, allowing the Jews to escape certain 
death. The Egyptians follow them onto the seabed but are submerged and drowned, as the water returns 
to normal. Three days later the Jews find themselves without water in a place called Marah, where the 
available water supply is bitter and undrinkable. Moshe, at Godõs instruction, uses wood to neutralize the 
bitter taste, and the Jews are then able to drink. At their next stop, Eilim, they find no less than twelve 
wellsprings. And then, in Rephidim, the Jews discover they have run out of water and there is no local 
water supply. God instructs Moshe to use his staff to hit a particular rock, which for the next forty years 
miraculously produces enough water for the nation to survive.  

Of course we can treat these episodes separately, or even find a common theme that stresses the                          
importance and centrality of water in human life, both in terms of its necessity, and the dangers and                    
challenges it poses in various circumstances. The Talmud sees things differently, however. In discussing 
the episode at Marah, in tractate Bava Kamma 82a, the gemara notes that it took three days without                
water before the Jews complained. Water is a code word for Torah, says the gemara, as inferred in Isaiah 
55:1:åÉáÌæÌä ġãÅä ØÊæÍî äÍã  - ôAll who are thirsty, come to the waterõ.  As a result of what happened at Marah, the 
prophets instituted that no three day period shall pass without a Torah reading, which is why we read 
from the Torah on Mondays, Thursdays, and Shabbat. 

I want to take this analogy a little further and apply it across the whole Torah portion. The Jews arrived at 
the Red Sea, a huge and insurmountable body of water, representing the incredible challenge of Torah 
and all that it entails. ôWeõd rather go back to Egypt,õ they cry out, with Egypt representing the antithesis 
of a Torah life. But returning to Egypt spells certain death, as the hordes of Egyptian cavalry bearing 
down on them clearly indicates. Instead God shows them a navigable path through Torah, which allows 
for a full-fledged physical existence while completely immersed in Torah. If you choose that path it is also 
certain that Egypt will be eradicated, because the very Torah that has enveloped you will also protect you 
from them. 

Three days later the Jews find themselves in Marah. The water there is bitter, alluding to the fact that the 
Torah and what it represents is not always appealing. Even though the water is there in front of them, 
and without it they will die, the Jews cite its bitterness and reject it, in what is essentially an act of suicide. 
Moshe takes the branch of a tree and tosses it into the water, thereby demonstrating that if one sees              
Torah for what it is, if one understands how crucial it is for survival, one will understand:  ØáÉÜ åáÉáÌß íÊê
ÜÍĝ åáÉïáÉÞÇßÌæÌä  - ôit is the tree of life for all those who keep hold of itõ. Torah is bitter to those who reject it, but 

it will always be sweet to those who embrace it.  

And finally, sometimes we find ourselves in places like Eilim, where water, aka Torah, is abundant, and we 
may benefit from it with ease. Occasionally, however, we might find ourselves in Rephidim, a place devoid 
of Torah, and seemingly devoid of any opportunity to access it. But do not fear. Even in a Torah-deprived 
wilderness, if you seek it, God will miraculously provide you with the opportunity and ability to drink from 
its fountain. For ð as we are only too aware here in California, and as the residents of Flint can also testify 
ð without water, we are all doomed.  

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a wonderful week ahead, 

Rabbi Pini Dunner  
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY, January 22 

4:55 pm                  CANDLELIGHTING 
5:00 pm      MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 

SATURDAY, January 23 
8:30 am                 RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15 am                SHACHARIT 
4:55 pm                 MINCHA 
5:15 pm                 SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
5:55 pm                 MAARIV 
5:59 pm                 SHABBAT ENDS 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
Sun. Jan. 24             8:00 am & 4:55 pm  
Tu Bõ Shevat           6:20 am & 4:55 pm 
Tue. Jan. 26            6:30 am & 4:55 pm  
Wed. Jan. 27           6:30 am & 4:55 pm  
Thurs. Jan. 28        6:20 am & 4:55 pm  
Fri. Jan. 29             6:30 am & 5:00 pm  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE FOR KIDS   
10:00 Free play,  games & books.  
10:50 Parsha story & questions  
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  
11:15 Circle time - davening, singing,  .              
..              Shabbat songs & games.  

 UPCOMING DATES FOR TEEN MINYAN  
February 20, Parshat Tezaveh  

March 12, Parshat Pekudei  
March 26, Parshat Tzav  

April 16, Parshat Metzora/Shabbos HaGadol  
Teen boys & girls are welcome   

Special teen Kiddush will follow the minyan  

THIS WEEK  
YINBH WELCOMES                            

RABBI NATAN SLIFKIN  

 

Richard & Shawney Fine                 
for sponsoring an extended kiddush 

this Shabbat in memory                                       
of Shawneyõs father                                      

Rabbi Joseph H. Wagner zól 

Rabbi Slifkin is best known for his               
interest in zoology, science & for his 
books on these topics. He is also the  

director of the recently re -opened Biblical 
Museum of Natural History in Beit 

Shemesh, Israel. He will be addressing 
the community before Mussaf  
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 Shiur for Ladies 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner for 

his Gemara shiur at 

8:30 every Shabbat 

morning.  Challenge 

your mind, and                      

familiarize yourself 

with the Talmudic                                    

underpinnings of                

Jewish knowledge.  

Georgette Dunst  
Esther Feder  

Jack Gindi  
Daniel Gromis  

Sylvia Kellerman  
Naomi Prero  

Marilyn Sohacheski  
George Sandel  
Janet Sasson  

Debbie Sassoon  
Avrumie Schnitzer  

Thank you for not wearing 
perfumes in consideration of 
those with asthma or allergies 

 

 

Sisterhood Corner 
���Sisterhood extends a warm welcome to              

Daphna  Hollander, who is joining the Youth                    

Committee this year and will work closely 
with our Youth Chair, Shirin Fialkov . 
May you go from strength to strength !!   

���Healthy Living Cooking Class by Debby Segura                                    
Will be held on Wednesday, February 24th,        
at 6:30 pm, location TBA 
Cost : $60 per person 
Please rsvp to the office@yinbh.org 
Ladies, bring your appetites !! 

���Rabbi Dunner's History Class Schedule 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at 7:30 pm 
Tuesday, March 8, 2016  at 7:30 pm 
Tuesday, April 5, 2016 at 7:30 pm 

Join Rabbi Dunner this 
Wednesday morning, 8:30 
- 9:30, as he explores the 
weekly Torah portion 
trough the eyes of the     
classic commentators .  

         

SPECIAL GUEST 

SHIUR                              

RABBI BENNY LAU  

Rabbi of The Israeli      

Democracy Project & 

�¶�0�L�%�H�U�H�L�V�K�L�W�·���7�9���6�K�R�Z��
will give a Shiur on     

February 5, at 8:15pm  

� ÓUR OBLIGATION               

TO HEAR  

ANOTHER PERSONõS  

ANGUISH ó 

at the home of  

Peter & Liz Steinlauf  

809 N. Alpine Drive  

 

 

 

YINBH is delighted to welcome                                                        
Rabbi Aryeh & Sharona Kaplan                                                       

OU sponsored chaplains on the UCLA campus                                 
together with a group of UCLA students                                          

for Shabbat Parshat Ki Tisa, February 26 -27                                      
the 6th annual JLIC Shabbaton at our shul.                                       

The membership is invited to join the Kaplans                             
and the students for a  Kiddush Luncheon                                       

sponsored by Dr. Ed & Cecile Gromis                                                       
on February 26 straight after the service.                                            
Please RSVP by email: office@yinbh.org                              

call (310) 276 -7650  

This week, Rabbi Dunner met with Randal Neal , 

Western Regional coordinator for Christians United 

for Israel, along with Ari Bussel & others to discuss 

pro-Israel advocacy in Los Angeles    


