
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

I have not read Dorit Rabiniyanõs book ôBorderlifeõ, and Iõm pretty sure I never will. I mention 
it only because last week it was excluded from the Israeli school curriculum by Israelõs             
Ministry of Education. Borderlife apparently charts the story of a romance that develops 
between an Israeli Jewish woman and a Palestinian Arab man. The bookõs exclusion has 
caused an absolute storm. The furor was so intense that the ministry was forced to issue a 
statement to explain their position, in which they said that òduring developmental years 
there is a lack of a perspective that would include considerations of preserving the identity of the Jewish 
nation, as well as the threat of assimilation.ó  

In other words, if children of an impressionable age are provided with literature that gives a positive spin 
on forming a romantic relationship with someone outside their faith, it will almost certainly feed into that 
childõs formative education and make them less sensitive to the threat of assimilation. And of course this 
will be particularly pronounced if the child is at an age where what parents and authority figures tell them 
will be automatically rejected. If Israel is to remain a Jewish state, it is imperative that we preserve Jewish 
nationhood, and anything that imperils that objective must be halted in its tracks. You would    imagine 
that this is self-evident. 

But rather than welcome the ministryõs decision, numerous voices criticized it, including leading Knesset 
members and Israeli literary personalities, who called the decision ôcensorshipõ and ôparanoiaõ. These are 
so-called responsible people, and yet they donõt understand that promoting this book to Jewish Israeli kids 
is a disastrous idea. You cannot educate children to respect other peopleõs identities if they do not yet 
respect or even understand their own. Finding a solution to the challenges of Israeli -Palestinian                               
co-existence, a quest that no doubt underscores objections to the ministryõs decision, cannot and will   
never be achieved by weakening Jewish identity.  

There was another row about assimilation this week, this one at the polar end of the spectrum. Rabbi 
Yosef Mizrachi, an Israeli-born outreach rabbi from the New York area, posted a video on his YouTube 
channel in which he claimed that high assimilation rates in Europe before World War II meant that 80 
percent of those identified as Jews killed by the Nazis during the Holocaust were not actually Jewish. This 
preposterous idea is not only a novel form of Holocaust denial, it is utterly offensive to the memory of 
those who died, and to the sensitivities of those who survived and their descendants. He subsequently 
apologized, and admitted heõd made a mistake, although he went on to claim he had been trying to  
highlight the danger of assimilation through intermarriage in a way that would grab peopleõs attention. 
To be blunt, that is a poor excuse for an excuse. It shows a deep misunderstanding of what Jewish                   
nationhood is and means. You will never cure the illness of assimilation by attacking the symptoms. 

This weekõs Torah portion has the very first mention of Jewish nationhood (Shemot 6:7):  áÉä åËãÅòËØ áÉİÅßÌïÍäÅÝ
åÍêÅä - ôand I will take you to me as a nation, and I will be your God, then you will know that I am God, who 
brought you out from under the yoke of Egyptõ. Much in this pasuk seems irrelevant to the concept of 
nationhood. Why the mention of ôI will be your Godõ? Why the reference to the ôyoke of Egyptõ? In any 
event, surely the yoke was not ôEgyptõ, but rather ôEgyptiansõ? Even the phrase ôI will take you to meõ 
seems a strange way to express the emergence of a new nation. The whole statement appears clumsy 
and contrived. 

Actually, the opposite is true. While the emergence of the Jews from slavery would be historic, it was just 
a moment in time, relevant only to those who were slaves and then freed. Jewish nationhood, however, 
would be eternal, lasting well beyond the exodus itself. What is even more important is that Godõs                 
statement was not just about ordinary nationhood; it was about the unique nature of Jewish nationhood. 
The ultimate goal of the exodus was never about freeing a bunch of slaves, nor was it about national                
self-determination. It was actually about the revelation at Mount Sinai seven weeks later, when God gave 
us the Torah. First we needed to be redeemed from the Egyptians. Then we required redemption from 
the influences, from the yoke, of ôEgyptõ. These two agenda items were both prerequisites for our ultimate 
destiny as a nation of God that would be committed to His purpose. That commitment was the essence of 
Jewish nationhood, and that essence would only crystallize at Mount Sinai. 

You do not need to be born a Jew to be a Jew; anyone can opt to become a Jew. Meanwhile, not                    
everyone who is born a Jew is Jew-ôishõ. When Israeli politicians and cultural icons seek to infiltrate the 
ôyoke of Egyptõ into our childrenõs education, it is because they completely misunderstand what it means 
to be a Jew. When outreach rabbis distill their message into foul soundbites about intermarriage, it is  
because they completely misunderstand what it means to be a Jew. Being Jewish is about being freed up 
from Egypt in order to have a close relationship with God as a member of His chosen nation, achieved by 
conducting life through the unadulterated prism of Torah. Thatõs the blueprint, and it is right here in this 
first ever reference to Jewish nationhood. You can look it up. Itõs not my words; itõs Godõs own words.  

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a wonderful week ahead, 

Rabbi Pini Dunner  

28 Tevet ƍ Parshat Birkat Hachodesh January 8 - 9, 2016 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY, January 8 

4:42 pm                  CANDLELIGHTING 
4:45 pm      MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 

SATURDAY, January 9 
8:30 am                 RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15 am                SHACHARIT 
4:45 pm                 MINCHA 
5:05 pm                 SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
5:45 pm                 MAARIV 
5:46 pm                 SHABBAT ENDS 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
Sun. Jan. 10             8:00 am & 4:45 pm  
RóC Shevat             6:10 am & 4:45 pm 
Tue. Jan. 12            6:30 am & 4:45 pm  
Wed. Jan. 13           6:30 am & 4:45 pm  
Thurs. Jan. 14        6:20 am & 4:45 pm  
Fri. Jan. 15             6:30 am & 4:50 pm  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE FOR KIDS   
10:00 Free play,  games & books.  
10:50 Parsha story & questions  
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  
11:15 Circle time - davening, singing,  .              
..              Shabbat songs & games.  

 UPCOMING DATES FOR TEEN MINYAN  
January 16, Parshat Bo  

February 27, Parshat Ki Tisa  
March 26, Parshat Tzav  

Teen boys & girls are welcome   
Special teen Kiddush will follow the minyan  

 

Jaime & Marilyn Sohacheski 
for sponsoring Sudah Shlishit 

this Shabbat in memory of 
Marilynõs mother                       
Feige Neshe bas                               

R' Binyomin Hacohen aóh 

 

Alan & Francoise Dalfen  
on the engagement of their grandson 

Jeremy Goldstein to Nikki Dror    
Mazal Tov to proud parents  

Joey & Tracey Goldstein 

Brian & Tabitha Dror 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjxm5WuvZjKAhVX8GMKHddlDxMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2FAllQuotesInfo%2Fthank-you%2F&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNE4w7af3NSai92qe8YswKERzb4ZIQ&ust=1452282769
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi-qvCuvpjKAhUD6WMKHRO_BoYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthejewishlink.com%2Fpage%2F6&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHYVV8B6nYwX7v_fRofQ09yRLuNng&ust=1452283091900328


 

 Shiur for Ladies 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner for 

his Gemara shiur at 

8:30 every Shabbat 

morning.  Challenge 

your mind, and                      

familiarize yourself 

with the Talmudic                                    

underpinnings of                

Jewish knowledge.  

Fred Gluckman  

Daniel Kellerman  

Sandy Kreitenberg  

Mark Samuel  

JJ Wallack  

Thank you for not wearing 
perfumes in consideration of 
those with asthma or allergies 

 

 

Corner 
* Broad Museum Trip  -                                                 

Most exciting art collection in Los Angeles!   
¶ Sunday, January 10, 2016  

¶ Meet at YINBH at 10am  

¶ Cost: $50 /per person. Check made out to 

YINBH Sisterhood 

¶ Refreshments and light lunch will be served 

¶ For men and women  

¶ Space is limited, please RSVP the office ASAP 

¶ Bus transportation will be provided  

* A few reminders: 

¶ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÁÒÒÉÖÅ ÁÔ ωȡσπ ɀ ωȡτυ ÁÍȢ  

¶ #ÏÆÆÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÆПÉÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 
ÂÏÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓȢ  

¶ 4ÈÅ ÂÕÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÐÒÏÍÐÔÌÙ ÁÔ ρπȡππ ÁÍȢ 

¶ ,ÁÄÉÅÓȟ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÂÁÇÓȟ ÐÕÒÓÅÓ ÏÒ ÁÎÙ 
ÂÁÃËÐÁÃËÓ ɉÎÏ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ρρȱØρχȱØψȱɊȟ 
ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÅÕÍȢ  

¶ 9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÅÌÏÎÇÉÎÇÓ 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓȢ 

* Healthy Living Cooking Class by Debby Segura                                   

February 2016. Details to follow.  

* Rabbi Dunner's History Class Schedule 

Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, March 1, 2016  at 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, April 5, 2016 at 7:30 pm 

In memory of                                  

Sydney Weston zól  

father of                                 

Richard Weston 

Yahrtzeit 29 Tevet  

Join Rabbi Dunner this 
Wednesday morning, 8:30 
- 9:30, as he explores the 
weekly Torah portion 
trough the eyes of the     
classic commentators .  

In memory of                                  

Albert Azouz zól 

father of                                 

David Azouz                          

Yahrtzeit 2 Shevat  

 

Sidney & Ruth Schreiber 

 

Merkaz HaTorah Community Kollel annual banquet 
at Sephardic Temple. The honorees were                           

Jonathan & Melissa Beck, daughter and son-in-law of 
Jaime & Marilyn Sohacheski  

Photos by Barry Novack  

PIDYON SHVUYIM ACCOR DING TO  THE                
RAMBAM: A MODERN VIE W ON                               

MAIMONIDES  FROM THE CAIRO GENIZAH  

MR. MENACHEM BUTLER   
THIS SHABBAT JANUARY  9TH 3:40 PM  

 
 
 
 
 

Menachem Butler is the Special Advisor for Jewish Law Projects 
at The Julis -Rabinowitz Program in Jewish and Israeli Law at the    

Harvard Law School, a Contributing Editor at Tablet Magazine , 
and Co -Editor at the Seforim blog . He has also co -authored a 

number of articles on Jewish history topics with Rabbi Dunner.  
Menachem has extensive knowledge of the famous Cairo Genizah 

housed at Cambridge University in the UK, and of all the                
academic material that has been written concerning this unique 

collection. His lecture will offer a fascinating insight into the 
manuscript material authored by Maimonides that forms                   

part of the Genizah.  
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