
 

YINBH WELCOMES   

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin  

Dearest Members and Friends, 
I donõt know if you saw it, but two or three weeks ago news emerged that Disney is working 
on a live-action movie based on the nineteenth century childrenõs story, ôThe Adventures of 
Pinocchioõ. This whimsical tale of the puppet who longed to be a boy has always fascinated 
me. The protagonist marionette comes to life shortly after he is formed by the gentle carpenter, 
Geppetto, and then traverses through a series of mishaps and adventures, full of pathos and 
tragedy, but also humor and charm. The book, written by the Tuscan author Carlo Collodi in 
1881, is a timeless piece of literature, made exponentially more famous by Walt Disneyõs classic 
1940 animated picture. Undoubtedly the live -action version will give the mischievous Pinocchio a whole new 
generation of fans, and further perpetuate his enduring popularity.  

The most arresting and well-known aspect of Pinocchioõs idiosyncratic features is unquestionably the growth 
of his nose every time he lies.  

òWhere are the gold pieces now?ó the Fairy asked. òI lost them,ó answered Pinocchio, but he was lying 
ð they were in his pocket. As he spoke, his nose, long though it was, became at least two inches 
longer.  òAnd where did you lose them?ó she inquired, innocently. òEr, in the wood nearbyé.ó he                
responded, a little hesitantly. At this second lie, his nose grew a few more inches. òOh well, if you lost 
them in the wood," said the Fairy, "we can look for them and surely find them.ó òOh, yes, now I                    
remember," Pinocchio blurted out, òI didnõt lose them, I swallowed them when I drank the medicine!ó 
At this third lie, his nose became so long that he couldnõt even turn his head. If he turned to the right, 
he knocked his nose against the bed or into the windowpanes; if he turned to the left, he struck the 
walls or the door; if he raised it a bit, he almost poked the Fairy's eyes out...!!  

When I first saw the cartoon version of Pinocchio as a child I was very taken by the ôyour-nose-will -grow -if-you
-lieõ curse, and imagined it to be true. For instance, there was this one man in the shul we attended who had  
a really long nose. I wondered whether he had been a terrible fibber as a child, and having never made 
amends, found that his nose had stayed permanently elongated. Meanwhile, short -nosed people were, I                              
assumed, all thoroughly honest.  
A little simplistic, I know, but then again - wouldnõt it be great if negative character traits could engender  
external physical signs in the people we come across in our daily lives? Alternatively, the danger of physical 
symptoms generated by uttering untruths would certainly ensure greater care in what we said. Just imagine 
the difference the ôyour-nose-will -grow -if-you-lieõ curse would make to an election campaign, if every time a 
candidate lied we would see his or her nose grow a couple of inches. An amusing if somewhat disturbing 
thought.  
All this and more crossed my mind as I studied this weekõs double Torah portion, which describes the various 
manifestations of a malady known as tsaraõat, usually and incorrectly translated as ôleprosyõ. The Torah gives 
us no indication as to why this disease afflicted people, although elsewhere we hear that Miriam, Mosheõs 
elder sister, was struck by tsaraõat for speaking ill of Moshe to their brother Aharon. Rashi explains that tsaraõat 
results from having engaged in slander. He is quoting the first of seven opinions collated by Rabbi Yochanan 
in the Talmud: çáêÜ òÝðî äêÝ äÞÚÜ ßÝðÜ òÝéÚ òÝáðê áÝäáÚ ØÝñ òêÝÙñ åáæÛ òÝãáìñ êðÜ çÝñä äê çáØÙ åáêÚè åáðÙÛ ÜêÙñ äêñ                 
ô tsaraõat results from seven causes: slander, murder, false oaths, sexual immorality, arrogance, theft, or envyõ. 
The common denominator of them all is that they are behaviors that undermine the viability of a harmonious, 
God-fearing, and moral society. Tsaraõat publicly identifies its victims as corrupted individuals, and forces them 
to repent and rehabilitate themselves, while at the same time protecting society from their ill -effects. 
So why does it no longer exist? Although codified by Maimonides, there is no incidence of this ailment in 
contemporary times, nor has there been for many hundreds of years. This is quite puzzling. Surely there are 
plenty of people who could benefit from a bit of a tsaraõat episode from time to time, and wider society would 
benefit in tandem.  
Later rabbinic authorities struggled hard with this question, particularly because the Torah goes into such 
vivid detail vis-à-vis identifying tsaraõat and getting rid of it, as does the Talmud. Some of the rabbis suggested 
that without the priestly expertise required to diagnose tsaraõat, God removed it so as not to condemn                      
sufferers to a lifetime of exclusion. Others suggest that it does still exist, but we are not qualified to recognize 
it. The nineteenth century rabbinic giant, Rabbi Akiva Eger, readily acknowledged that he was absolutely 
stumped by tsaraõatõs apparent extinction. 
My own suggestion, based on an early rabbinic opinion that coincided its disappearance with the destruction 
of the Jerusalem Temple, is that if people genuinely aspire to spiritual greatness, they will welcome and                 
embrace tsaraõat as a tool for self-improvement, both individually and societally. But with the degeneration 
and disintegration of such aspirations, crystallized by the destruction of the Temple, God decided to do away 
with  it. A society that is neither reflexively self-improving nor aspirational couldnõt function if every individual 
who erred was afflicted by tsaraõat. There would be a deluge of sufferers and its point would be lost. Just as 
Pinocchioõs nose curse would be unworkable in real life, tsaraõat today would be destructive, not constructive . 
That is a poor reflection on us, perhaps, but in the meantime let us hope for a time when tsaraõat will be              
welcomed by all as a guiding tool in an ongoing collective journey to ever -higher spiritual levels. 

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom,  

Rabbi Pini Dunner  
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 
FRIDAY, April 24 

7:13 pm                 CANDLE LIGHTING 

6:30 pm                KABBALAT SHABBAT 

SHABBAT, April 25 

8:30 am           RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 

9:15 am                 SHACHARIT 

7:15 pm                 MINCHA 

7:35 pm                 SEUDAH SHLISHIT 

8:15 pm                 MAõARIV 

8:17 pm                 SHABBAT ENDS 

Weekday Services  

Sun., April 26              8:00 am &  7:15pm  

Mon., April 27               6:20 am &  7:15pm  

Tues., April 28             6:30 am & 7:15pm  

Wed., April 29              6:30 am & 7:15pm  

Thurs., April 30           6:20 am & 7:15pm  

Fri., May 1                    6:30 am & 6:30pm  

 

 

Chief Rabbi of Efrat 

Rabbi Riskin                         

will  address us before                

mussaf and at the 

luncheon  

sponsors of this weekõs                
Kiddush Luncheon  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                   
Dr. Ed & Cecile Gromis                    
to mark the Shloshim                              
of Cecileõs brother                        

Avraham Aba                                    
ben Yitzchak zól 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
Larry & Judith Garshofsky                  
in memory of Larryõs father 
Shmuel ben Chaim Eliezer zól  

   
 



 

In memory of                                                             

Rose Hoffmitz aõõh 

Mother of                     

Leah Hoffmitz 

Yahrtzeit - 12 Iyar  

 

Jonas Heskovitz 

Jerry Dunst  

Elana Sassover 

Ron Rivani  

Rachel Taylor                    
Ariela Weston  

Rina Kellerman  

Daniella Morrow  

Yvette Gardner  

Leia Gluckman  

Steve Shrier 

 

In memory of                                                             

Oyzer ben Pinchas 

Halevi zól 

Father of                     

Harry Finkel                 

We want to paint with you. Join us on Sunday April 26 

at 2pm for loads of painting fun, along with some      

fro -yo when we are done. RSVP 310-276 -7650  

COLOR ME MINE 233 S Beverly Drive  

 

 Thank you to                                                        
John Herzog of Herzog Wine Cellars                   

for helping out with our Yom Haõatzmaut 
party and arranging a  wonderful wine 

selection from the following Israeli               
wineries: CarmelWinery, Domaine du             
Castel, Morad Winery ð Danue Wines,                          

Gamla Winery  

In memory of                                                             

Frieda Bat Avrahom 

Gelberger  aõõh 

Mother in law of                     

Lee Samson                        

Yahrtzeit - 14 Iyar  

In memory of                                                             

Yosef ben Menachem 

Mendel zól  

Father of                     

Mark Zucker               

Yahrtzeit - 14 Iyar  

 

Sunny & Debbie Sassoon  

William & Joan Lopatin  

Lee Samson  

Raphy & Rivka Nissel  

Nadine Gerson &                  

Rob Zeller  

Michael & Lilian                     

Kohanzadeh  

Moshe & Helen Sassover  

Margaret Feder  

Lee Samson  & Rabbi Dunner together with House Speaker                         
John Boehner  at a recent Pro-Israel Advocacy event in Beverly Hills  

An event for Young Professionals 

 SPONSOR THE TEFILLA NOTEBOOK!  
Why not sponsor one of our weekly Tefilla Notebooks in 

memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a birthday or  
anniversary? Email or call the office for details.  


