
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 
Without wishing to shock you in any way, I have a confession to make. Apparently I and all 
other European Jews are not Jewish. I was reminded of this important piece of trivia earlier 
this week when I read that the acclaimed British Holocaust historian Professor David                   
Cesarani had passed away. In 2000 Cesarani wrote a fascinating biography of Arthur                
Koestler, the eccentric Jewish author and journalist.  
Koestler is famous for his numerous books and articles, and his advocacy for multiple                   
idiosyncratic causes. He is also notorious for a book he wrote in 1976 called ôThe Thirteenth 
Tribeõ in which he suggested that European Jewry was not descended from Jewish                   
antecedents, but rather from the Khazars, a mysterious Turkic group who apparently mass converted to 
Judaism somewhere between the eighth and tenth centuries. To be fair, Cesarani trashed ôThe Thirteenth 
Tribeõ in his biography, but Koestlerõs theory persists and is curiously propagated by anti-Semites. I say             
curiously, because if it is true that we are Khazars, it seems strange that anti-Semites would hate us. If              
Koestler was right, we are not Semitic. It is really quite confusing. 
I found this particularly vexing during a week when it became clear that our battle against the haters of 
Israel has morphed into a battle about the legitimacy of Judaism. It seems that even if we are Jews we have 
no claim to Jerusalem, because it is now claimed that there is no proof Jews ever occupied the Holy City or 
had a Temple there, despite thousands of references to Jews and their Temple being in Jerusalem in both 
the Tanach and the Talmud.  
Now of course this nonsense would be rather amusing if it wasnõt so deadly serious. What makes it                
particularly bizarre is that the increasing delegitimization of Jews and Judaism is so counterintuitive. It is 
also a completely new mutation of anti -Semitism. Let me explain. Had you stopped a Crusader in                             
mid-pillage, or an Inquisitor in mid -torture, or a Nazi in mid-extermination, and asked them: òwhere do Jews 
come from originally?ó they would all have unhesitatingly answered òthe Land of Israel.ó They may have 
despised Jews enough to kill them, but they knew their history. When Zionism began to gather pace, not 
one anti -Semite ever suggested that the Jewish desire to return to the Land of Israel was absurd. The 
yearning for Israel was understood by all to be an axiom of Judaism.  
When Chaim Weizmannõs first met Lord Balfour in 1906, Balfour queried the refusal of so many Zionists to 
consider Uganda as a potential homeland for Jews. Weizmann quipped in response òsupposing I was to 
offer you Paris instead of London, would you take it?ó Balfour understood immediately, and became a  
lifelong Zionist. In the famous declaration that bears his name, the 98th anniversary of which occurs this 
coming Monday, there was absolutely no equivocation about the authenticity of the Jewish claim to                  
Palestine: òHis Majesty's government view with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of this object.ó 
But Muslims cannot seem to accept it. In an insightful article in The Atlantic magazine last week I saw a 
statement that really grabbed my attention: òwhat might be the actual root cause of the Middle East                   
conflict [is] the unwillingness of many Muslim Palestinians to accept the notion that Jews are a people who 
are indigenous to the land Palestinians believe to be exclusively their own, and [that] the third -holiest site 
in Islam is also the holiest site of another religion, one whose adherents reject the notion of Muslim                  
supersessionism.ó  
In any event, if Muslim Arabs refuse to acknowledge our Jewishness and challenge the legitimacy of                 
Judaism, I feel that it is perfectly acceptable for me to ask whether they are in fact descended from                 
Yishmael, and also to challenge the legitimacy of Islam. There is certainly no proof that they are descended 
from   Yishmael, although they might be on the basis of something I saw in this weekõs Torah portion:  ØËðÊİÌÝ
ïÊßÌîÅæ åÍÜÍðÅÙĐÅä ÜÍÛÅäÍá ðËñÇØ òá ÉðÅîÉæÌÜ ðÍÚÍÜ çËĝ òËØ ÜÍðÍñ  - ôand Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, who was born 
to Avraham - òmetzachekóõ. Whatever òmetzachekó means, it prompted Sarah to insist that Yishmael be              
banished from their home. So what does it mean? What did Sarah see? 
The rabbis of the Midrash offer several interpretations of the word òmetzachekó and so do the later bible 
commentaries. It might mean that Sarah saw Yishmael involved in idol worship, or immoral behavior, or 
even murder. Or he may have been arguing with Yitzchak over their inheritance. Or perhaps Yishmael was 
acting frivolously and causing Yitzchak to drift in the wrong direction.  
I would like to suggest something else. Perhaps Sarah saw Yishmael trying to out-Yitzchak his brother, and 
the word òmetzachekó is the verb form for the name Yitzchak. Yishmael realized that his brother was the 
favorite and he therefore attempted brazen identity theft to regain his status with Avraham. Sarah                    
understood his game and exposed it, insisting to Avraham that he be evicted immediately.  
Identity theft from Judaism is the hallmark of Islam, which is just a crude and more extreme version of our 
religion, with more prayer, more modesty restrictions, similar kosher laws, more stringent punishment than 
the Torah, and so on. That being the case, Muslims might very well be descended from Yishmael. They are 
òmetzachkimó ð people pretending to be the ôrealõ Yitzchak.  That is why they deny our identity as Jews. 
That is why they deny Judaismõs legitimacy. That is why they built a shrine on Temple Mount. And that is 
why they find it impossible to accept the concept of a òJewish Stateó. Unfortunately, as we get closer to our 
final redemption, the urgency of their masquerade increases. Anyway, itõs just a thought.   

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a wonderful week ahead, 

Rabbi Pini Dunner  
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY, October 30 

5:44pm                  CANDLELIGHTING 
5:45pm       MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 

SATURDAY, October 31 
8:30 am             RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15 am                SHACHARIT 
5:45pm                MINCHA 
6:05pm                  SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
6:45pm                  MAARIV 
6:46pm                SHABBAT ENDS 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  

Sun. Nov. 1     8:00 am & 4:45 pm  
Mon. Nov. 2             6:20 am & 4:45 pm  
Tues. Nov. 3     6:30 am & 4:45 pm  
Wed. Nov. 4     6:30 am & 4:45 pm  
Thurs. Nov. 5     6:20 am & 4:45 pm  
Fri. Nov. 6     6:30 am & 4:40 pm  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE FOR KIDS   

10:00 Free play,  games & books.  
10:50 Parsha story & questions  
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  
11:15 Circle time - davening, singing,  
.              Shabbat songs & games.  
12:00 Kids service ends  

 UPCOMING DATES FOR TEEN MINYAN  
 November 21, Parshat Vayetze  
December 19, Parshat Vayigash  

 

 
 
 

YINBH MEMBERSHIP  MEETING  
Sunday, November 22 

at 7:00 pm 
Members, come out to vote as we elect a 

new slate of synagogue  
officers and board members. 

Both Rabbi Dunner and Philip Kaufler 
 will present their annual reports.                    

Refreshments will be served. 

 

co-sponsors of this weekõs                      
Kiddush Luncheon  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Sam & Sue Varon                                        

in memory of Sueõs father                       
Bernat Fixler                                          

Baruch Ben Noah zól   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Jonathan & Faye Kellerman                    
in memory of Fayeõs father                                       

Oscar Marder                     
Yechezkel ben Yehudah zól 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Jonas & Phyllis Herskovitz  
in memory of Jonasõs mother                   

Jenny Herskovitz  
Chaya bat Chaim aóh 



 

 

There will NOT be a               
Parshat Hashavua at 
the shul this coming                  

Wednesday due to the 
Rabbi's absence. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Rabbi Dunner will send 

out a recording of                     
the shiur on Wednesday 

morning. 

Shiur for Ladies 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner for 

his Gemara shiur at 

8:30 every Shabbat 

morning.  Challenge 

your mind, and                   

familiarize yourself 

with the Talmudic                                    

underpinnings of                

Jewish knowledge.  

 YINBH welcomes  
Etta Israel for their annual  
Shabbaton, November 14th.  

Host housing needed for  
Etta members and staff.     

Please contact  
Marilyn@crown.email  

Chavi1952@yahoo.com  

In memory of  

Miriam Chana Tikva               
bat Uri Yehuda                     
Hakohen aóh 

Mother of  

Rabbi Pini Dunner  

Yahrtzeit - 21 Cheshvan 

HONOR AND SUPPORT  

THE ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES  

Make a Donation  

Strengthen the State of Israel                   
by supporting  

The Soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces  

òNever Againó  

To make a donation: 323 -843-2690  

For more information please call               
Dr. Susan Graysen: 310 -277-7838  

Kol Hakavod to the women of YINBH!!!!  

 

Roni Baram 
Steve Dorfman  

Dennis Gindi  
Adam Kaufler  

Rabbi David Lapin  
Bill Levin  

Ariella Novack  

 

 

In memory of  

Chaya bat Chaim aóh 

Mother of  

Jonas Herskovitz  

Yahrtzeit -19 Cheshvan 

 

Next Week at YINBH  
Rabbi Eliyahu Fink  

 DONõT FORGET! 

CLOCKS MOVE ONE 

HOUR BACK THIS 

SATURDAY NIGHT  

Rabbi Fink will be 
the guest              

rabbi next Shabbat 
and speak before 

Mussaf 

Foundation for Jewish Education Casino 
Night at Temple Beth Am last Saturday 

Thank you for not    
wearing perfumes in 

consideration of those 
with asthma or allergies 


