
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 
Religious faith and how the adherents of any faith practice their religion is a complex               
subject. Which makes it almost impossible to say anything definitive about any religion. This 
week, for example, we heard a lot about the innate violence of Islam in the wake of the 
horrific events in Paris last weekend. The images of the dead and wounded, alongside               
photos of the perpetrators who all fit the bill as stereotypical Jihadists, reinforce the clumsy 
view that every Muslim is a violent killer, or at least a would-be violent killer.  
I say clumsy, because how does one then explain the selfless behavior of someone like  
Lassana Bathily, the devout Muslim employee of the Jewish supermarket in Paris attacked by a gunman in 
January? At great risk to himself he hid twenty Jews in a cold storage facility, saving their lives. Surely, as a 
faithful Muslim, he should have facilitated the execution of these Jews? But apparently his version of Islam 
did not drive him to do that.  
At the same time, when we hear President Obama or Prime Minister Cameron of the UK describing Islam 
as a ôreligion of peaceõ ð as we did this week ð we cringe. How can anyone refer to a religion that was the 
driving force motivating the group of young men who planned and executed the terrorist outrage in 
Paris as a ôreligion of peaceõ?  
So which is it? Is Islam a religion of non-violence, epitomized by Lassan Bathily, and millions of other             
Muslims who seem to have no interest in violent Jihad? Or is it a religion of violence and mayhem, whose 
ultimate expression are the murderers who chop off peopleõs heads, or who stab random Jews in Israel 
and ram them with their cars, or who shoot innocent revelers at a rock concert and in restaurants in             
Paris?  
In his recent book ôNot in Godõs Nameõ, former British chief rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks carefully charts the 
origins of religious conflicts, and identifies Jihadism as something he refers to as ôaltruistic evilõ. Jihadists 
are convinced, he says, that they have no choice but to do what they do, for the greater good of their 
group, and the world. This strange worldview results from over simplistic interpretations of religious texts 
that can be understood literally to demand violent domination, or alternatively can be interpreted to 
mean something less destructive. 
There has always been a tendency within faith groups for extremists to get fed up with compromises and 
to go ôback to basicsõ, stripping away mitigating interpretations that soften some of the sharper                        
statements or ideas found in their holy scriptures. Sadducees believed in the literal text of the Torah, and 
thought that ôan eye for an eyeõ meant exactly what it said, rejecting the Pharisaic interpretation of                   
monetary compensation. The Inquisition demanded that all Christians comply with a monolithic                         
understanding of Christianity, or face public execution for heresy. But ultimately these movements did not 
and cannot endure, however much damage and pain they cause, because they defy the ultimate human 
instinct: survival.  
A religion can be extremely demanding and detailed and remain successful. Lord Sacks argues that a    
demanding religion can actually succeed in keeping people as part of a group more successfully than any 
other system. But what is very clear is that once adherence to a dogma threatens the very survival of 
those who believe in it, that dogma has failed and will ultimately disappear. The simplicity may seem            
attractive in theory, but in practical reality it cannot endure. As our tradition teaches us: åÜÙ áßÝ - üand you 
shall live by themõð God cannot possibly expect humanity to adhere to a faith that undermines its survival.  
Our patriarch Yaakov is a perfect demonstration of this dynamic at play. Identified as an åáäÜØ ÙñÝá åò ñáØ 
ï ôa pure man residing in his tentõ ð he is suddenly forced to emerge from his bubble and confront the 
reality of an imperfect world. He seems ill equipped for this challenge. The word ˫  ˸can also mean 
ôsimpleõ, as we know from the haggada, and for Yaakov life had thus far been very simple. He had spent it 
at home, developing his closeness to God and devoting himself to the facilitation of that goal without                   
interference. But now he was compelled not just to run away from a fratricidal brother, but to find his 
wife in a foreign country, and then to form a productive relationship with a father -in-law who was an evil 
crook.  
The conversation ð starting with the dream ð between God and Yaakov as he left Canaan revolved 
around this issue. Like the ladder of his vision, Yaakov would have to keep his feet firmly on the ground if 
he was to achieve the ultimate relationship with God. God did not put him, or us, into an imperfect world 
so that we should reject it, or try to destroy every part of it that doesnõt chime with our version of                     
perfection. On the contrary, God created a world with Esavs and Lavans, challenges and                                       
disappointments, and even crises of faith and identity. Yaakov, who is the paradigm of spirituality, stands 
as a powerful lesson for us as to how someone can only fulfill their mission in the context of engagement 
with the real world. In each and every story he rises to challenges and prevails, but never compromising 
his Godliness and never shedding blood, although he was prepared to do so if necessary. 
I am not an expert on the Islamic faith or its adherents. Nevertheless, I would suggest that among the 1.2 
billion Muslims in the world there are surely those who reject violence, and who seek to engage with the 
imperfect world as it is. I donõt know who or where they are, or why their voices cannot be heard, but 
that they will outsurvive their Jihadist coreligionists and become the future of Islam is beyond any doubt.  
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a wonderful week ahead, 

Rabbi Pini Dunner  

9 Kislev ƍ Parshat Vayetze November 20 - 21, 2015  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY, November 20 

4:28pm                  CANDLELIGHTING 
4:30pm       MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 

SATURDAY, November 21 
8:30 am                 RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15 am                SHACHARIT 
4:30pm                MINCHA 
4:50pm                  SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
5:30pm                  MAARIV 
5:31pm                SHABBAT ENDS 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  

Sun. Nov. 22     8:00 am & 4:30 pm  
Mon. Nov. 23           6:20 am & 4:30 pm  
Tues. Nov. 24     6:30 am & 4:30 pm  
Wed. Nov. 25     6:30 am & 4:30 pm  
Thurs. Nov. 26      8:00 am & 4:30 pm  
Fri. Nov 27     8:00 am & 4:25 pm  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE FOR KIDS   

10:00 Free play,  games & books.  
10:50 Parsha story & questions  
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  
11:15 Circle time - davening, singing,  
.              Shabbat songs & games.  
12:00 Kids service ends  

This week: Teen Minyan with Rabbi Shulkes 

starts 10 am followed by Special Kiddush  

 

 
 
 

YINBH MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Sunday, November 22 at 7:00 pm  

Members, come out to vote as we elect a new 
slate of synagogue officers and board members.  

Refreshments will be served.  

Welcome to YINBH  

Dovid Efune  
 

Editor -in -Chief                             

The Algemeiner   

òIsrael & the Mediaó 

This Shabbat at 11:50 am  

 

Dr. Hillel Laks                                        
for sponsoring this week                        

extended Kiddush                                        
in memory of his mother                      
Tzila bat Hillel Factor aóh                                   

and in honor of                                       
Avigail Baram                                     

daughter of                                            
Chazan Nati & Carmit Baram  
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 Shiur for Ladies 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner for 

his Gemara shiur at 

8:30 every Shabbat 

morning.  Challenge 

your mind, and                      

familiarize yourself 

with the Talmudic                                    

underpinnings of                

Jewish knowledge.  

HONOR AND SUPPORT  
THE ISRAEL DEFENSE 

FORCES  

Make a Donation  
Strengthen the State of 

Israel by supporting  
The Soldiers of the Israel 

Defense Forces  
òNever Againó  

To make a donation:              
323-843-2690  

For more information 
please call                                      

Dr. Susan Graysen               
310-277-7838  

Shoshana Dunner  
Steven Feder  
Tyler Fialkov  

Keanu Javaherian  
Ethan Louie  

Faramarz Sadeghi  
Barton Tanenbaum  

Foster Tepper  
Sarah Leah Thompson  

Helen Weston  

Thank you for not wearing 
perfumes in consideration of 
those with asthma or allergies 

Join Rabbi Dunner this 
Wednesday morning, 8:30 
- 9:30, as he explores the 
weekly Torah portion 
trough the eyes of the     
classic commentators .  

announcements  

 

* Chanukah Friday Night Dinner - December 11 

Join us for a community Friday night Chanukah 

Dinner. Festive, Delicious Meal &                           

Entertainment. Bring the Entire Family.                 

Details to Follow. 

* Sisterhood General Membership Meeting.                                             

Wednesday, December 2, 2015 , at 10 am in 

the Beit Midrash. Review of Sisterhood                  

programs and upcoming events planned for 

2016. Open to all YINBH women.                        

Please bring your energy & expertise and your 

$50 annual membership dues  

In memory of                                  

Abraham Chayim                  

ben Dov zól 

father of                                 

Rabbi David Lapin 

Yahrtzeit ñ 12 Kislev  

In memory of                                  

Dinya bat                        

Avraham aóh 

wife of                                 

Harry Finkel 

Yahrtzeit ñ 13 Kislev  

In memory of                                  

Yosef ben Avraham 

Chaim zól 

father of                                 

Avrumie Schnitzer 

Yahrtzeit ñ 8 Kislev  

In memory of                                  

Menachem Mendel 

ben Yaakov zól 

father of                                 

Barry Novack  

Yahrtzeit ñ 11 Kislev  

 Please join us                                             
for a trip to the Broad                        

Museum for a special tour                  
of its amazing art collection                       

on January 10th, 2016                                        
Stay tuned for additional details  
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