
 

 
 

We are delighted to be  
celebrating the wedding of  

Eli & Chani Baron  
daughter of  

Howard & Judy Raykoff  
with a Sheva Brachot for  
 members & invited guests  

following the service  
With grateful thanks  

to the following families for   
generously sponsoring  

the Sheva Brachot:  
Baum, Garshofsky  

Gittler, Gromis   
Hertz, Kaufler, Kimmel  

Markowitz, Morrow  
 Novack, Rothman     
Sacks -Ganz, Samuel  

Sassover & Schweitzer  
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Members and Friends, 
Tucked away at the beginning of this weekõs Torah portion is the mitzvah of Brit Milah - the 
obligation to circumcise every male Jew, ideally on the eighth day of his life, or as soon as 
possible thereafter. I vividly recall during my stint as assistant rabbi in Moscow in the early 
1990s the long lines of adult men and boys who waited for hours to have their Brit Milah 
done by the mohels who would periodically visit from overseas. For the most part these 
Russian Jews could not read Hebrew and had experienced very little Judaism in their lives, 
and yet they were willing ð and eager! - to go through the discomfort of a circumcision so 
that they could meaningfully demonstrate their inclusion in the Jewish nation.  
Circumcision is widely understood by Jews of all shades and persuasions to be a vital Jewish identity ritual, 
and is consequently a highly emotive issue for Jews who want to distance themselves from tradition. In 
1995, Victor Schonfeld, a militantly secular Jewish TV producer, whose grandfather (of the same name) 
was the first rabbi of the strictly orthodox German -origin community in London, and whose uncle, Rabbi 
Solomon Schonfeld, was the fearless savior of thousands of Jews before and during the Holocaust,  
produced a TV documentary called òItõs a Boy!ó which claimed that the circumcision of boys at such an 
early stage in their lives carried unbearable risks, and was in any event an infringement on their freedom 
of choice. The controversial program included interviews with parents, both Jewish and Muslim, who  
expressed their regret for having forced circumcision on their children.  
The United States is not immune to this phenomenon. Just this week, Jeffrey Falick, a former Vice  
President of the Humanistic Rabbis Association, wrote an article for Jewish Business News in which he 
said that within Humanistic Judaism - a fairly new Jewish denomination that claims 30,000  
adherents - òthere is a growing tendency to oppose circumcision altogether in favor of the new peaceful 
[my italics] welcoming ceremonies.ó The ceremonies he is referring to are known as ôBrit Shalomõ,  
essentially initiation events for newly-born Jewish babies that include vestiges of the traditional Brit Milah 
ceremony, minus the circumcision by a mohel. The official stance of Humanistic Judaism on circumcision 
was formalized in a statement at the Leadership Conference of Secular and Humanistic Jews in April 2002 
as follows: òOur commitment to the autonomy and dignity of every human being raises questions about a 
non-consensual, painful, and practically irreversible surgery, removing a male infantõs foreskin.ó 
People like Schonfeld and the leaders of Humanistic Judaism undoubtedly think that they are at the  
cutting edge of modernizing and updating Jewish identity. In reality they join a long line of Jews  
throughout history who were eager to dispense with a mark of Judaism that accompanies every Jew from 
the youngest age. The Hellenizing Jews of ancient Judea, in cahoots with the Antiochus IV Epiphanes of 
the Chanukah story, sought to abolish circumcision from Jewish life, many of them even opting to  
undergo a painful procedure known as epispasm, which reverses the results of foreskin removal. At the 
dawn of Christianity, Paul and Barnabas, who were both born Jews and certainly circumcised as babies, 
proclaimed at a conference of Christian leaders in Jerusalem that the only thing that counts is what is in 
peopleõs hearts, and uncircumcised gentiles should therefore be allowed to join the new religion without 
having to be circumcised - as long they were true believers. It is evident from these two examples, and the 
prevalence of their modern day counterparts, that there is a visceral abhorrence of circumcision that 
unites all those who wish to redefine their identity as Jews, or leave Judaism altogether. This fact is  
puzzling, and demands explanation.  
I believe the solution is clear if one looks at the location of this mitzvah in the Torah. The pasuk states: 

 ̡˸˓˪˶̀˓˰ ˶˒˷˟̀ ˪̡̗ˏ˧ ˧ˮˏ˧ˏˬˋ˷s˒  ˫̡̓˟˒  ̐˫˧ˏ˧˓ˬ ˸˒˰˟̀ ˏ˷ s̊̀ˬ ˓˦x̀ ˶˓˩ʕ˓ s˓l˧˓˪̀ˋx ˒˧˰ ˏ˶˸˒ʕ̀  ˧˩ˏ  ˢ˓˷ ˏ˞ - ôwhen a woman gives birth to a boy, 
she is ritually impure for seven days, and on the eighth day he should be circumcised.õ The positioning of 
Brit Milah in the context of a discussion regarding the laws of ritual impurity seems bizarre; and, indeed, 
the whole concept of ritual impurity affecting a birthing mother seems inexplicable. If there is one com-
mon theme running through the rules of ritual impurity it is its association with death and the repulsive. 
But surely nothing is more beautiful, more hopeful, more positive, than a new life. In which case the  
imposition of ritual impurity on a birthing mother seems utterly counterintuitive.  
The answer is in the fact that Brit Milah is very much part of the equation. The Midrash records a heated 
debate between Rabbi Akiva and the Roman procurator, Turnus Rufus, who questioned why children 
were not born circumcised if God wants them circumcised. Rabbi Akiva responded that God gave mitzvot 
to enable Jewish people to refine themselves, and to develop themselves into something greater than the 
sum of their parts. 
Jewish tradition teaches us that a birth is only wonderful if the life it initiates is lived as God intended.  
Otherwise it is just the beginning of a decline that will inevitably result in death ð and a life lived that way 
is a ôdeath-lifeõ. The Brit Milah is the first act of every Jewish male, inducting him into a life that  
acknowledges the imperfections and limitations of a physical body and of human ability if left to run its 
own course. For women it is the birth of a child that encapsulates the tension between what will  
inevitably be and what could potentially be, while a man requires the circumcision as his permanent  
reminder. That is why circumcision is such an essential component of Jewish identity. And that is why 
those who seek to abandon Judaism canõt wait to discard it. 
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a wonderful week ahead,     

Rabbi Pini Dunner   

SHABBAT SCHEDULE FOR KIDS   
10:00 Free play,  games & books.  
10:50 Parsha story & questions  
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  
11:15 Circle time - davening, singing,  .              
..              Shabbat songs & games.  

1 Nisan ƍ Tazria ƍ Hachodesh ƍ Rosh Chodesh Nisan April 8 - 9, 2016 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY, April 8 

7:01 pm                  CANDLELIGHTING 
6:30 pm      MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 

SATURDAY, April 9 
8:15 am                 RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:00 am                SHACHARIT 
7:05 pm                 MINCHA 
7:25 pm                 SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
8:05 pm                 MAARIV 
8:05 pm                 SHABBAT ENDS 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
Sun. April 10           8:00 am & 7:05 pm  
Mon. April 11          6:20 am & 7:05 pm  
Tue. April 12           6:30 am & 7:05 pm  
Wed. April 13          6:30 am & 7:05 pm  
Thu. April 14           6:20 am & 7:05 pm  
Fri. April 15            6:30 am & 6:30 pm  

 

Aaron & Janet Rivani  
for sponsoring  
Seudah Shlishit  

in memory of Aaronõs father  
Mordechai Ben Matityahu zõõl 

 UPCOMING DATES FOR TEEN MINYAN  
April 16, Parshat Metzora  

Teen boys & girls are welcome   
Special teen Kiddush will follow the minyan  
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Join Rabbi Dunner this  
Wednesday morning, 8:30 - 9:30 

as he explores the weekly Torah  
portion through the eyes of the 

classic commentators  

Shiur for Ladies 

PAUL FEDER Z½½L  
Gemara Shiur  

Join Rabbi Dunner for  

his weekly Gemara  

shiur on Shabbat  

morning at 8:30 am    

Challenge your mind,  

and become familiar  

with the Talmudic                                    

underpinnings of                

Jewish knowledge.  

˧ˣ˪ˢ ˭ˣ˷ˬ˷ ˭˟ ˣˢ˧˪˞ ˯˥ˮ˲ ˮ''˰˪ 

 

 

* REMINDER! To those ladies who already joined the               
Sisterhood, we say, òThank youó!                                    
However, many of you have not. In order to build a  

    thriving community we ALL need to participate  
    and contribute.We need everyoneõs support by  
    joining and paying your $50 dues NOW !  
   Thank you for your support! 
APRIL EVENTS: 
  * Rabbi Dunnerõs 5th History Class :  
       Monday, April 11th, 2016 at 7:30 pm 
  *  YINBH First Night Pesach Seder 
      Friday, April 22, 2016 at 7:30 pm 
 Please RSVP by email: office@yinbh.org or call (310) 276- 7650 
MAY EVENTS:       
  *  Yom Haatzmaut Celebration! Thursday late afternoon,                                     
       May 12th, 2016 at the beautiful Nissel Garden 
  *  Back by popular demand we will offer another  
      Sisterhood cooking class! Letõs get ready for Shavuot! 
      In May, Date TBA!  
  *  We are forming a Crocheting Class right now that      
      will begin in May. We will keep you updated with      
      any new information.  

Sisterhood Corner 

 

 
Rachel Gindi  

Kendra Harkham  
Philip Kaufler  

Diba Mostadim  
Michael Novack  
Osher Rambod  
Daniel Sadeghi  

Stephen Schloss  
Sharon Weiner  
Mark Zucker  

Thank you for not wearing perfumes in  

consideration of those with  

asthma or allergies 

Yitzchak ben Avraham 

Aba zõõl 

Father of  Cecile Gromis  

 Yahrtzeit - 4 Nisan  

Johanna Klein aõõh 

Mother of  Debbie  Cohen  

 Yahrtzeit - 6 Nisan  

Rivka bat Yosef aóh 

Mother of   

Sandy Kreitenberg  

Yahrtzeit - 5 Nisan  

Shmuel ben Baruch zõõl 

Father of Amy  Lumet  

Yahrtzeit - 5 Nisan  

  YAHRTZEITS  

 

EXPLORING HALACHA 
Join Nati Baram  

every Shabbat afternoon  
one hour before mincha  

as he explores an interesting  
topic of Jewish law  

with the aid of  
ancient and contemporary texts.  

 

Mordechai Ben Matityahu  

zõõl 

Father of Aaron Rivani  

 Yahrtzeit - 7 Nisan  

MATH TUTORING - REBECCA GITTLER 

YINBH member & U.Penn Graduate  

Rebecca Gittler - in addition to working for a  

defense contractor! - is available to tutor 
math for elementary, middle, and high 

school students. 

If you need to hire a tutor, either on a  

temporary or regular basis call Rebecca  

 (310) 270-7575 or 
email rebecca.gittler@gmail.com 

 
Avraham Yosef ben Chaim 

zól 

Father of Philip Kaufler  

 Yahrtzeit - 7 Nisan  

Yom Tov ben Shlomo zól 

Father of  

Sandy Kreitenberg  

 Yahrtzeit - 8 Nisan  
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