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SHABBAT SCHEDULE Dearest Members and Friends,
ERIDAY. March 6 This week, from Sunday through Tuesday, | was at AIPAC Policy Conference. It was an
exhilarating couple of days, an extraordinary couple of days, and a tiring couple of days. But
5:35 pm CANDLE LIGHTING f ;
: above all, it was two days |ike no others
5:35 pm KABBALAT SHABBAT | e explain why. The annual Policy Conference is generally a pretty predictable affair.
SHABBAT, March 7 Thousands of |sraelds supporters gather
8:30 am RABBI 6 S GE MA Rj4or ISr&kl, huRfor the USlIsrael relationship. Senior politicians from Israel and the United States {g
9:15 am SHACHARIT address us, and declare their staunch commitment to the relationship and its perpetuation.
5:35 pm MINCHA Breakout sessions offer us a contemporary |l ook at]| |
5:55 pm SEUDAH SHLISHIT Ordinary Jews and Gentiles from every state, and many from beyond the United States, mix and mingle with
6:35 pm MAG ARI V senators, congressmen, members of Knesset, intellectuals, journalists, rabbis of every denomination, pastors
6:39 pm SHABBAT ENDS and priests of every denomination, and we network ceaselessly in a two day frenzy of plenaries, breakouts,
dinners, receptions, and after-hour meetings at hotel bars, so that the USIsrael relationship might be
Weekday Services strengthened and furthered in every possible way. That is the formula year after year, and has been for
Sun. March & G00am & 535 || S PSP iferent, This year th | bject on the lips of ingle one of th
. . ut this year was different. This year there was only one subject on the lips of every single one of the more
Mon., March 9 6:20 am & 5:35pm than 16,000 people who attended. Simply referred |to
Tues., March 10 6:30 am & 5:35pm USlsrael related subjects into the background. All that mattered, it seemed, was the Tuesday morning speech
Wed., March 11 6:30am&5:35pm ||t o a joint session of Congress by I|Israelds Pri me [Mi
Thurs., March 12 6:20 am & 5:35pm talk to Congress about Iranés nuclear program, a ([nu
Fri. March 13 6:30 am & 6:30pm discussions at Policy Conference. What occupied all of us, to the point that literally nothing else seemed to
N : 0P matter, was the very public rift Netanyahuds spee|ch
o° United States, and between Republican and Democrat legislators over the previously nonpartisan issue of US

support for Israel.

* Everyone had an opinion on whether it was wise for Netanyahu to speak under such circumstances.
A couple of weeks back | shared my views with you on that subject. Today, however, | would like to address
* an unrelated point. | want to try and understand why there are supporters of Israel, with longstanding
records of such support, who nonetheless whol ehealr
)gdeal 6 policy of the President and his fellow travl|e
& supporters of Israel out of step with the position on Iran of an Israeli prime minister and his allies in Congress.
1 : How is it possible that any of them believes a concessionary deal with Iran will guarantee an era of peace and

B tranquility, when so much evidence indicates otherwise?
Janet Sasson One of the most '%uzzllng ang troubling episodes in the Torah is the story of the Golden Calf. ¢ 18 GUD |41
; ; geaEeiil Aa gaAaEa o EtQre apedUx] AF ogceni gir eUgEmt(,)aed &agri o uvradi| 4AE
forsponsorlngthlsweek create a god for wus who wil/ |l ead uso6d The narralti
Seudah Shlishit the return of Moshe from his communion with God, and fearing he had died, nervous Israelites requested
that Ahron create a deity to replace him and lead them. The deity was duly created, they worshipped it, and
in memory of her mother only when Moshe reappeared did sanity prevail. What is so bewildering is how this people, who only forty
. . days earlier had received the Ten Commandments, who each had personally heard the voice of God, could
Fania TZIppOI'ah mess up quite this badly. The commentators struggle to find a rationale for such a jarring error. Using
Linferences in the text they offer an alternative narrative that limits the number of sinners to an insignificant
bat Yent a a fnority, or to the O6mixed multituded gentil es wh
whose commitment to monotheism was shaky. But in the final analysis all these explanations fail to offer real
satisfaction. It was precisely this descent into paganism by the Israelites that God had feared, and it seems as
{| if, at the very first turn, His chosen nation had miserably failed Him.

The commentators contend that the majority of those who took part did not view the Golden Calf as a deity.
Rather they sought to replace Moshe, who was not a deity, but whose role as a conduit between them and
God was critical. Desperate to retain that line of communication, and concerned that with his demise it would
= | be lost, they devised this plan so that the status quo would be maintained and their relationship with God

4| would remain intact. But the blunder was fatal. By creating the Golden Calf they had abandoned a core
principle of Judaism in a vain attempt to preserv|e
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Pesach Seder 2015

| Beverly Hills Synagogue
S
Enjoy a got.mnet seder

| at our synagogue
on the first night of Passover.

‘ ‘ The challenge of Mosheds absence required a new ajnd
\ S embraced the idol-worshipping Egyptian culture they should have left behind. So although it was not ill

full range of required customary foods ||| intentioned, nor a deliberate abandonment of monotheism, the consequences of the Golden Calf episode
‘ Hand-baked and machine shmura matza || might have spelt disaster for the entire nation.
‘ THE EVENING WILL BE LED BY ||| Those who genuinely support Israel, but who still believe that any deal with Iran is better than no deal, are

\ } settling for a Golden Calf rather than going through the effort of replacing Moshe. Of course they are not ill
| | /|| intentioned. But by supporting a solution that so evidently undermines the very principles it claims to uphold,

‘ ‘ these 6friendsd of 1srael are deluding themsel ves| a
f’ _ Rabbi Chazan . &/|| principles in a misguided effort to maintain the status quo is equivalent to idol worship, and a sure way to
rif A P, fl:;[)m:n‘e;w I\fatl Bar-Am g &5\. disaster.

ults eacl ildren (aged 3-12) $90 each

i ol v - || Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a wonderful week ahead,

P [ 4 'q‘l_] BEVERLY HILLSSYNAGOGUE Rabbi Pini Dunner
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CELEBRATE 16 YEARS OF BRINGING SMILES AND JOY
TO SERIOUSLY ILL CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES.
PLEASE JOIN US AT THE

MARCH 9, 2015
THE BOOKBINDERY
8870 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, CULVER CITY, CA 90232
RECEPTION 6:00PM | DINNER AND PROGRAM 6:45PM

COUVERT $500 PER PERSON
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- DIETARY LAWS OBSERVED -

Chai Lifeline

Fighting Illness With Love

AIPAC- PART OF OUR SHUL DELEGATION AT AIPAC POLICY CONFERENCE

Jaime Sohacheski; Simon Rubinstein; Tamar, Rivkie & Lee Samson; Annie & Barry Novack

Part of the group who prepared the
Mishloach Manot on Tuesday

Next Shabbat, March 14, to coincide with the visitiof Scholar - A .
-Residence, Dr. Gil Graff, Executive Director of the Bureau of &, .. Sl
Jewish Education, and in celebration of our recent wedding, it is Hlarppl B D, ¥
with great warmth and appreciation that we wish to share our O(\; -
happiness and invite the community to Kiddush Lyncheon. )\
Please join us for the celebration luncheon, and tg welcome Howie Fialkov
Dr. Graff. You can RSVP by replying to this emd|il, or Jamie Spencer
call Tanya at the offme~.2§¥BY650. Lev Richards
We look forward to seeing you there.
Warmly, Bob Zeller and Nadine Gerson Sean Cohen
With appreciation to all those In memory of In memory of In memory of
participated in planning, Benzion ben Lilian Foster Michael
packaging and delivering this Avraham Moshe Becker a Samuel z
y e ar & s Mishioach Manot. It Halevi z"| Mother of Father of
has been our most successful Brother of Lois Hirt Denise Richter
Mishloach Manot Rabbi Dunner Yahrtzeit - Yahrtzeit -
campaign everl! Yahrtzeit - 16 Adar 17 Adar 21 Adar
June Brenner,  Chairwoman

Rabbi Pini & Sabine Dunner
Cecile Gromis,
Janice Kaufler

Irina Schaeffer

Galina Samuel
Carmit Baram
Ruth Brandt
Noa Brenner

MEGILLA READING EXRAVAGANZA

PURIM 2015

William Brenner
Eva & Marty Feldberg
Shirin & Howie Fialkov
Debby Fogelman
Sherri Fogelman
Ed Gromis
Lois Hirt
Esther Krieger
Vera Markowitz,
Aviva Marshak
Ryan Marshak
Aaron Rivani
Roz & Steve Rothman
Ariella Sassover
Helen Sassover

Joanne Sacks -Ganz
Sheilagh Sadeghi
Benjamin Thompson

Darryl Kam

Tanya Nam
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