
 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 
 

FRIDAY, March  27 
 
6:51 pm                 CANDLE LIGHTING 
6:30 pm                KABBALAT SHABBAT 
SHABBAT, March  28 
 
8:30 am           RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15 am                 SHACHARIT 
6:00 pm              DRASHA 
7:00 pm                 MINCHA 
7:20 pm                 SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
7:55 pm                 MAõARIV 
7:55 pm                 SHABBAT ENDS 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

The truth is, it was probably inevitable. Two nice Jewish boys who ended up as partners in an 
internationally acclaimed food brand were bound to decide the need to do a Kosher for               
Passover product before they retired. I refer, of course, to Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield, the 
Brooklyn-born founders of the worldõs quirkiest ice-cream brand, Ben & Jerryõs, who this year 
launched a charoset flavored ice-cream in time for Pesach.  

Perhaps not so surprising if you consider the frankly staggering Passover product statistics as 
detailed by Lubicom, the leading marketing consultant for the kosher food industry.                          
Apparently, the Passover product business is worth a cool $2.5 billion in North America alone. Just matza 
sales in the US top $86 million. Who knows - perhaps Ben and Jerry had nothing to do with the blatant              
exploitation of Pesach by their eponymous company.  After all, Unilever obtained a majority stake in their 
business in 2010, and since that time has relentlessly pursued every possible avenue to capitalize on the             
frozen dessert companyõs idiosyncratic image. Charoset flavored ice-cream certainly fits with the business 
model. And if this new flavor is successful - perhaps next year we will see a full range of seder-night themed 
flavors ð karpas, afikoman, arba kosot - the skyõs the limit! 

I must admit that while shopping for Pesach this morning I felt besieged by every manufacturer of Passover 
products, all of whom seemed to be greedily tempting me with countless familiar looking products, each one 
of them exponentially more expensive than their non -Passover counterparts. Every year I am asked how it is 
that rabbis òallowó such exploitation, as if rabbis are somehow responsible for manufacturers who respond to 
the insatiable public demand for Passover products that are identical in every respect ð including packaging - 
to their non -Passover versions.  

I have discovered that there is a very simple way to avoid overspending on Passover supplies ð simply donõt 
buy ôCrispy-Oõs Passover Cerealõ (pseudo-Cheerios, made out of potatoes), or the appropriately named 
ôDayenuõ companyõs pre-packaged ôPassover Pizzaõ (pseudo Pizza-base, made out of potatoes), or any other 
such faux products. Instead, just buy an ample supply of raw potatoes before Pesach, and cook and eat them 
over the chag as potatoes ought to be eaten. In the meantime, once the festival is over, you can eat as many 
chametz Cheerios and as much proper Pizza as you want.  

However, when it comes to seder night, and the obligatory foods of the seder, the halacha is very explicit. 
You need to buy the best, even if it is more expensive. For example, donõt drink grape juice for the Four Cups 
if you are healthy and able to drink proper wine - even if the wine is more expensive. And if you have a choice 
between ôkiddush wineõ and a decent table wine, you should use the table wine, even if it is more expensive. 
The same rule applies to Matza. Although all Passover matza is non-chametz, on Seder night we must use 
only the best kind ð Shmura matza ðmade from wheat that remained under constant supervision from the 
moment it was harvested. Of course Shmura matza is more expensive, but we are expected to use only the 
best for seder night. 

In order to understand why, let us look at this weekõs Torah portion. We begin with a commandment about 
the mandatory daily animal sacrifice known as ôKorban Tamidõ:òËØ ÝÌî-òËØÅÝ çÎðÇÜĐ-ÜÍäÎêÍÜ òÌðÎÝİ òØÎÞ ðÎæØÊä ÝáÍèÍÙ   - 
ôcommand Aaron and his sons and tell them that these are the laws of the Olah offering.õ As opposed to all 
the other sacrifices, where Aaron and his sons were merely told what to do, for this sacrifice Moshe was asked 
to ôcommandõ the priests. Why? 

Rashi explains that the priests needed to be compelled to do this particular mitzvah properly, as the Korban 
Tamid was paid for by public funds, and the priests might therefore feel the need to be frugal. This prudence 
would inevitably result in a lowering of the quality of the animals used for the daily sacrifices. The priests 
therefore needed to be given strict instructions to buy the best, and only the best.  

Rashiõs rationale seems somewhat counter-intuitive. For one thing, it wasnõt the priestõs money; the Tamid was 
paid for from public funds, collected specifically for this purpose. Secondly, why would the priests even dream 
of being parsimonious? Surely they would want to perform the mitzvah in the best possible way!  

The answer lies in the dual nature of most mitzvot, a duality lacking in this daily offering. All mitzvot involving 
physical objects have both a physical and a spiritual component. The physical component involves some  
sensation that benefits the person involved ð in the case of a korban a part of it was eaten. The spiritual                
component is the intent, and for a sacrifice, also the part that was offered up to God. Unlike most sacrifices, 
the daily Olah was completely incinerated on the altar. For this reason the priests might have felt that the 
physical element was less consequential, with the focus entirely on the spiritual.  As it was all going to God, 
what difference would it make if the animal was cheaper? All that mattered was the intent.  

The Torah needed to make sure they understood that even if something is used purely for mitzvah purposes, 
it must still be of the highest quality. God placed us in a physical world and gave us an appreciation of quality 
and beauty so that we can discern the best, and serve Him better by using it. Similarly, when it comes to 
Pesach, one might think ð itõs only matza, who cares? The Four Cups is only a ritual - sweet Kiddush wine will 
do. For this reason we need to be told - absolutely not! In the service of God, we must use only the finest and 
the best. 

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a wonderful week ahead,  

Rabbi Pini Dunner  

Weekday Services  

Sun., March 29             8:00 am  &  6:50pm  

Mon., March 30            6:20 am & 6:50pm  

Tues., March 31           6:30 am & 6:50pm  

Wed., April 1                 6:30 am & 6:50pm  

Thurs., April 2             6:20 am & 6:50pm  

Fri., Erev Pesach         6:30 am & 7:00pm  
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Yoni Samson !!! 
Mazel Tov to                
proud parents                      

Dani & Rivkie Samson! 
Mazel Tov to                       

proud grandfather               
Lee Samson 

JCR¡Q JC?PL ECK?P? 

Join Rabbi Dunner for his               

Gemara shiur at 8:30 every 

Shabbat morning.                     

Challenge your mind, and                 

familiarize yourself with the                        

Talmudic underpinnings of                 

Jewish knowledge.  



 

In memory of                                                             

Natan ben                         

Yitzchak zól 

Father  of                              

Judith Garshofsky  

Liz Greenspan               

Yahrtzeit - 14 Nisan  

In memory of                                                             

Yom Tov ben    

Shlomo zól                               

Father of                     

Sandy Kreitenberg 

Yahrtzeit - 8 Nisan  

 

Margaret Feder  

Kendra Harkham  

Chaya Kreitenberg  

Uriel Sadeghi                        

Netanel Sadeghi                          

Stephen Schloss  

Spencer Fogelman   

Laurence Richards  

In memory of                                                             

Mordechai Ben 

Matityahu zól                                

Father of                              

Aaron Rivani                          

Yahrtzeit - 7 Nisan  

In memory of                                                             

Tzipporah bas 

Yenta aõõh 

Mother of                     

Janet Sasson 

Yahrtzeit - 14 Nisan  

to proud parents                                   
Michael & Ariella Novack,                  

and to delighted                           
brother Henry Novack ,                         

on the birth of a                             
beautiful baby girl                             

Aviva  Esther  

Mazel tov to                                    
proud grandparents                       

Barry & Annie Novack                   
David & Linda Morrow                       

Gail Novack & Howard Hoffman  
& proud great grandmother                  

Mrs. Martha Engler  

 

 

 

Black Tie Friday Night Dinner  

Dear Members,   

These past two weeks have been a 
painful time for me and my family. 

The sudden passing of my older 
brother, combined with traveling to 

New York for the funeral and sitting 
Shiva with my 91 year old mother, 

was the hardest, mostdifficult time for 
me. It eased and comforted my                     

heartbreak to receive all of your 
phone calls, texts and e -mails,                    

expressing your overall caring, love 
and concern. We all feel especially 

grateful to be a part of such a                     
compassionate, generous & loving 

community.  
May we know no more sorrows                   

�D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���V�K�D�U�H���L�Q���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�·�V������������������������������������������������������������������������
�I�X�W�X�U�H���6�·�P�D�F�K�R�W���� 

With love,                                              

Cecile & Ed Gromis & Family  

Hillel Laks, Matthew Khalili & Rabbi Dunner  

�U�H�V�S�O�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���W�X�[�H�G�R�V���D�K�H�D�G���R�I���O�D�V�W���Z�H�H�N�·�V��
Friday night dinner for young professionals at the 

Shul attended by over 90 people  

 

Our Beverly Hills Synagogueteen group attended a Clippers game at 
the Staples Center last Sunday together with Nick Sandlow  

In memory of                                                             

Avraham Yosef ben 

Chaim zól                          

Father  of                              

Philip Kaufler 

Yahrtzeit - 7 Nisan  


