
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 
Itõs just three weeks into his presidency, and calls to impeach President Donald 

Trump have already begun. James C. Nelson, a retired Montana Supreme Court judge, 
and John Bonifaz, president of an organization called òFree Speech For Peopleó, jointly 
authored an article in this weekõs TIME magazine claiming that our new president has 
already violated the little-known òforeign-emoluments clauseó of the U.S. Constitution, 
which, they declare, is grounds for impeachment.  

Meanwhile, lawyer and TV legal pundit, Elura Nanos, has suggested in an article 
that Trumpõs twitter reference to the judge who ruled against his immigration ban as a òso
-called judgeó may be the first act of a president who is looking to ignore or defy court rulings that reverse 
his executive orders. If that is the case, she claims, this would also be grounds for impeachment.  

An online campaign calling for the new presidentõs impeachment, organized and promoted by the 
aptly named òImpeach Trump Now Movementó that claims Trump is guilty of òmassive corruption of the 
presidency, far worse than Watergateó, is well on its way to garnering a million signatures. 

Just to be clear, in order to be impeached the U.S. Congress would need to find Trump guilty of 
bribery, treason, or òother high crimes and misdemeanorsó, all of which would mean he is in breach of 
the U.S. constitution, depriving him of the right to be president. And the constitution is what it is all about, 
apparently. Last week, when New York federal judge, Ann M. Donnelly, ruled against the immigration 
ban, she did so citing a number of reasons. But first and foremost was that foreign nationals banned from 
entering the United States would òhave a strong likelihood of success in establishing that [their] removalé
violates their rights to Due Process and Equal Protection guaranteed by the United States Constitutionó.  

The U.S. Constitution is a fascinating document, widely appreciated as the basis and fundament of 
freedom and democracy in the United States. Drafted and ratified in the late 1780s, it has proven to be 
remarkably durable to evolving circumstances. The most remarkable aspect of the constitution is that it 
guarantees the freedom of the people by limiting the powers of the three branches of government and 
making them interdependent. This may be something we all take for granted, yet it is its most 
revolutionary feature.  

Before 1787, when the drafting of the constitution began, constitutional power in every country 
across the world was concentrated in the hands of a monarch or supreme leader, and to the extent that 
ôdemocracyõ even existed, the will of the people as represented by its elected representatives could always 
be overruled by a royal decree. Limitation on government power was an utterly modern and untested 
idea in 1787, and the success of this model was far from a foregone conclusion.  

For all its flaws ð and constitution critics have a long list they are only too eager to share ð the fact is 
that the limitations and restrictions on power mandated by the U.S. Constitution effectively prevents 
abuse of power, and sets a standard by which every government official, elected or appointed, is 
measured and judged. It is exactly this that guarantees our freedom. 

Intuitively one would think otherwise. Libertarians advocate autonomy of the individual and the 
rejection of government authority, seemingly the ultimate form of freedom. But libertarianism inevitably 
leads to anarchism and chaos, in the end endangering the freedoms we all take for granted. Charles 
Wolfe, a prominent libertarian theorist, noted in a landmark essay published to mark Constitution Day in 
1956, that many fellow libertarians believed libertarianism and constitutionalism were in direct conflict 
with each other. òThis is a view which I once held,ó he said, òbut I now sincerely believe that the apparent 
clash between libertarianism and the constitution is superficial rather than fundamental.ó  

Ultimately, freedom without restrictions is not really freedom at all; it is the worst kind of tyranny 
that exists. And I believe this is the explanation for a curious anomaly emerging out of this weekõs Torah 
portion, Beshalach. Tradition teaches us that there were three Torah commandments handed down by 
God at Marah, before the revelation at Sinai: Shabbat, the red heifer, and the requirement to set up a 
judiciary. Elsewhere in the Talmud we are told that if the nascent Jewish nation had observed their first 
Shabbat in the wilderness, they would certainly have merited ultimate redemption.  

Sadly, this was not to be, as a result of those who went out to collect their Manna, and strayed 
beyond Shabbat-permitted distance limits. The Tosafist rabbis correctly pointed to the fact that this was 
not actually the first Shabbat; there was an earlier Shabbat that occurred immediately after Marah, before 
the Manna started to fall. In other words, the very first Shabbat in the wilderness was not desecrated, after 
all. Why is this first Shabbat not counted? 

Rabbi Judah Loew, the famed Maharal of Prague, intriguingly suggests that the Shabbat laws 
received at Marah only consisted of the positive precepts relating to Shabbat, but none of the 
prohibitions. Shabbat only really kicked in once the prohibitions were introduced. The Talmud says 
something very similar about someone who desecrates every law of Shabbat, but is still aware of 
Shabbatõs existence, suggesting that such a person knows that there is a limited distance he can walk 
beyond city limits while it is still Shabbat. Rather than talking about the requirements to do certain things 
on the Shabbat, the Talmud focuses on a prohibition as proof that this person is aware of the dayõs 
sanctity. 

Clearly, all the beauty and sanctity that we associate with Shabbat, and all the positive aspects of 
this pivotal day in our week, are only possible because of the limitations that come first. Elevated spiritual 
heights donõt exist in a vacuum. They require stringently observed restrictions that in and of themselves 
may seem austere and onerous, but ultimately open up and facilitate the spiritual freedom we all yearn 
for.  
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a wonderful week ahead,        

Rabbi Pini Dunner  

15 Shevat ƍ Parshat Beshalach  ƍ Tu BõShvat February 10 -11, 2017 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 
FRIDAY, February 10 
5:14 pm      CANDLE LIGHTING 
5:15pm      MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 

SATURDAY, February 11 
8:30 am               RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15am               SHACHARIT 
4:35 pm            Pre-Mincha Shiur 
5:15 pm                 MINCHA 
5:35 pm                SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
6:15 pm                 MAARIV  
6:18 pm           SHABBAT ENDS 

Weekday Davening Times  

Sunday Feb 12  

Monday Feb 13  

Tuesday Feb 14 

Wednesday Feb 15 

Thursday Feb 16    

Friday Feb 17  

8:00am & 5:15pm  

6:20am & 5:15pm  

6:30am & 5:15pm  

6:30am & 5:15pm  

6:20am & 5:15pm  

6:30am & 5:20pm  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE FOR KIDS  
 

10:00 Free play,  games & books.  
10:50 Parsha story & questions  
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  
11:15 Circle time - davening, singing,     
Shabbat songs & games.  
12:00 Kids service ends 

 

 

Rabbi Dunnerõs Tefillah Notebook 
messages are also a Weekly 
Featured Blog in The Algemeiner . 
https://www.algemeiner.com/author/pini -dunner/  

 

&ÅÂȢ ΤΩɂ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 3ÈÉÕÒ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÕÅÓÔ 
2ÁÂÂÉȟ 2ÁÖ 2ÉÍÏÎ Ȭ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ 0ÅÓÁÃÈ (ÁÇÁÄÄÁȭ 
 

-ÁÒÃÈ Τɂ$ÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÔÏ 3ÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ 
-ÉÓÈÌÏÁÃÈ -ÁÎÏÔȢ ΏΤΩΧ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ 
 

-ÁÒÃÈ ΣΤɂ0ÕÒÉÍ 3ÅÕÄÁȢ ΦȡΥΡÐÍ 
 

-ÁÒÃÈ ΤΨɂ!ÎÎÕÁÌ "ÁÎÑÕÅÔ Ȱ"ÕÒÎ 
4ÈÅ -ÏÒÔÇÁÇÅȱ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ "ÅÖÅÒÌÙ (ÉÌÌÓ 
(ÏÔÅÌ 

 
Teen boys & girls are welcome  

Special teen Kiddush  
will follow the minyan  

TEEN MINYAN THIS WEEK! 

3ÅÅ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ 



 

 ¢ƘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΗ 
ϝ{ŜŜ ƅȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻ 

 

FEBRUARY 

Zumba Dance Aerobics  

Wednesday, February 15 at 10am  
Ą 

Hilchot Shabbat Series  

Monday, February 20 th at 7:30pm  
Ą 

Zumba Dance Aerobics  

Wednesday, February 22 at 10am  

 
 

MARCH 

Purim is coming!  

Order Mishloach Manot  

No later than March 2 nd   
Ą 

YINBH Annual Purim Seuda  

March 12  
 

IŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ {ƘŀōōƻǎΗ 
 

Cecile & Ruthie  
Sisterhood Co -Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner 

 
 

Larry Garshofsky  
Michelle Lobel  

Gabrielle Paluch  
Alyssa Wallack  

Tammy Weisman  

 

Michael & Susan Baum  

Neal & Beth Cutler  

Steve Dorfman  

Margaret Feder  

Alan & Judi Fogelman  

James & Debbie Fogelman  

John & Sherri Fogelman  

Jeff Gross & Gina Raphael  

Hillel & Ruthie Kellerman  

Ezra & Lauren Kest  

Marvin & Rachel Mandelbaum  

Jonathan & Faye Kellerman  

Mark & Amy Kestenbaum  

Rafi & Rivka Nissel  

Barry & Annie Novack  

Michael & Sheryl Rosenberg  

Simon & Susie Rubinstein  

Moshe & Helen Sassover  

Mercedes-Benz 
DLA Piper  

Introducing ChaverWeb! 
With our New web interface you can...  

* View and Pay Outstanding Balances  

* RSVP and pay for events  

* Update all your demographic information 

including Birthdays, Anniversaries, and 

Yahrtzeit information  
 

CHECK IT OUT AT YINBH.ORG 

2360 ÁÔ "(3ÂÁÎÑÕÅÔȢÃÏÍ 

EXPLORING HALACHA 
Join Nati Baram every 

Shabbat afternoon  

45 minutes before mincha  
as he explores an interesting 

topic of Jewish law  
with the aid of ancient and 

contemporary texts.  

Join Rabbi Dunner 

for his weekly 

Gemara shiur on 

Shabbat morning at 

8:30am.   

   ϥϥ 
   

PAUL FEDER Z½½L     
Gemara Shiur  

 

The weekly Parsha 
Shiur will be taking 

place this Wednesday, 
February 15th at 

8:30am 

Shiur for Ladies 

 

 

 
 

{ƘŜǊǾƛƴ ϧ ¸ŀǎƳƛƴŜ [ƻǳƛŜ 

Thank you for 
not wearing 
perfumes in 
consideration 
of those with 
asthma or 
allergies 

Check your mail this coming 

week for the formal invitation! 
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