
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 
Earlier this week, an official belonging to Franceõs far-right National Front party was 

suspended after film footage emerged of him denying the magnitude of the Holocaust. In 
the clip Benoit Loeuillet is seen saying that there were no òmass murdersó during the 
Holocaust, although he later claimed the movie was deliberately edited to distort the 
context, and launched a libel suit.  

Meanwhile ð and for some reason it has been a busy week for Holocaust trivialization 
ð an International Olympic Committee board member was forced to apologize after 
comparing calls to ban Russia from the 2018 Winter Olympics to Hitlerõs Final Solution. 
Swiss ski official Gian-Franco Kasper made the comparison during a discussion about 
whether to suspend the entire Russian team following the recent doping scandal. In expressing his 
opposition to a blanket ban, Kasper said: òIõm against bans or sanctioning of innocent people, like Mr. Hitler 
did when he decided all Jews were to be killed, independently of what they did or did not do.ó He later 
apologized. 

The Holocaust was also in the news on a totally different front this week. The Internet search-engine 
mammoth Google has apparently engaged a 10,000 -strong army of independent contractors to flag 
òoffensive or upsettingó content, and to create algorithms which will ensure that if someone googles òdid 
the Holocaust happen?ó they wonõt be directed to sites which promote Holocaust denial or racist 
propaganda.  

Without any doubt, the Holocaust is in a category of its own in terms of how it is perceived, and 
therefore treated, both by those who are shocked by its unique horror, and by those who revel in its 
unparalleled magnitude. Other seemingly comparable atrocities do not evoke similar reactions. For example, 
I donõt think anyoneõs feathers would get too ruffled if some minor official from Franceõs National Front 
party or the IOC would minimize Napoleonõs unquestionably horrific war crimes or use them to illustrate a 
point, and you donõt have to look too hard to find some pretty shocking Napoleonic war crimes.   

The mass murder of thousands of black slaves in Haiti and Guadalupe; the callous abandonment of 
hundreds of thousands of his own troops on the Russian front, most of whom literally froze to death; the 
execution of thousands of surrendered Turkish soldiers in Ottoman Palestine - are just a few of his shocking 
atrocities, and there are plenty more. Ironically, when French historian and human rights official, Claude 
Ribbe, wrote a book comparing Napoleon to Hitler in 2005, he was condemned across the board ð for 
trivializing the Holocaust!  

Theologians and religious philosophers have struggled to generate a cogent explanation for the 
Holocaust, the devastating details and consequences of which seem to militate against a loving, just God, or 
even Godõs existence. As a child and grandchild of survivors, whose extended family was wantonly 
murdered or displaced by the Nazis in mind-numbing numbers, this is a topic that has been front -and-center 
of my mind ever since I can recall. And the one thing I cannot abide is the glib assertion by an assortment of 
self-righteous rabbis that the Holocaust was Divine punishment for assimilation/Zionism/Reform/vicious 
communal squabbling/complacency (highlight or delete as applicable).  

After all, if any or all of these were the causes of the unique mass genocide we call the Holocaust, why 
exactly would God have mandated the murder of my sweet, unassuming antecedents from Cologne and 
Rotterdam, while leading Zionists and Reform Jews survived the Nazi onslaught and subsequently thrived? 
Clearly the latter were neither guilty of a Heavenly-decreed capital crime, nor the targets of Divine 
retribution ð although, admittedly, this rejection of the Divine retribution theory leaves unexplained the 
murder of my great -grandparents and their families. 

Ultimately, there is no satisfactory religious rationalization for the Holocaust, and it remains a painful 
mystery. There is, however, one approach that can explain the descent of humanity into violent genocidal 
depravity ð namely, the ultimate withdrawal of Godõs presence.  The more God is absent, the greater the 
possibility of ungodly behavior. This powerful idea becomes much more powerful when one realizes that 
whatever is lost in moments of Divine absence can be totally restored by drawing Godõs presence back into 
our lives, a concept beautifully embodied in an obscure reference in this weekõs Torah portion.  

Following the incident of the Golden Calf and Moses shattering the first tablets, God instructs him to 
create a new set of tablets: åáÉèĔñØ ÉðÍÜ òĔßġäÌÜ äÌê ġáÍÜ ðËñÌØ åá ÉðÍÙÅÛÌÜ òËØ òĔßġäÌÜ äÌê ÍİÅÙÌòÍãÅÝ ò- you should write onto the 
new tablets the words that were on the first tablets.ó Puzzlingly, this seems to mean that Moses should use 
the words on the first tablets for the second set ð in other words, not an identical set of words, but the very 
same words!  

It is not puzzling at all. An ancient tradition recorded in the Talmud informs us that when Moses broke 
the first tablets, the letters inscribed on them jumped off the shards and floated away, and it was those very 
same letters that God asked him to engrave onto the second tablets. 

The Golden Calf tablet-shattering incident is the paradigmatic moment of Divine withdrawal to be 
found in our earliest history. The incredible image of Divinely inscribed letters òfloating awayó poignantly 
and vividly symbolizes the idea of Godõs departure. And while it is not always possible for us to understand 
what lies behind Godõs decision to leave, we do know that Godõs return can only be secured if we seek to 
reestablish exactly that which disappeared in His absence. The new tablets do not need new words; they 
need the very same words that were on the first ones.  

The greatest consolation for the devastating consequences of Godõs absence, whether during the 
Holocaust, or at any other moment in our history, is a recreation of our ancestors lives and milieu wherever 
we are, and our dedication to a Judaism that is not just a cultural nod to our glorious history, but a full -on 
embrace of the exact words on the first tablets, whether we are in Beverly Hills, New York, London, or in our 
greatest prize of all, the Land of Israel. 
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a wonderful week ahead,        

Rabbi Pini Dunner  
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Faramarz & Sheilagh Sadeghi 
for sponsoring Kiddush luncheon 
in celebration of the Bõnot 

Mitzvah of their daughters  
Adina and Adiela.  

÷ 
Sam & Sue Varon for sponsoring 

Seudah Shlishit in 
commemoration of the Yartzeit 
of Samõs father, Benzion Varon, 

Benzion ben Shmuel zól.   

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 
FRIDAY, March 17 
6:44 pm      CANDLE LIGHTING 
6:30pm      MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 

SATURDAY, March 18 
8:30am               RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15am               SHACHARIT 
6:00 pm            Pre-Mincha Shiur 
6:45 pm                 MINCHA 
7:05pm                SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
7:45 pm                 MAARIV  
7:48pm           SHABBAT ENDS 

Weekday Davening Times  

Sunday March 19  

Monday March 20  

Tuesday March 21  

Wednesday March 22  

Thursday March 23  

Friday March 24  

8:00am & 6:45pm  

6:20am & 6:45pm  

6:30am & 6:45pm  

6:30am & 6:45pm  

6:20am & 6:45pm  

6:30am & 6:30pm  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE FOR KIDS  
 

10:00 Free play,  games & books.  
10:50 Parsha story & questions  
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  
11:15 Circle time - davening, singing,     
Shabbat songs & games.  
12:00 Kids service ends 

F8P8E

MICs 
Faramarz & 

Sheilagh Sadeghi  
on the Bõnot 

Mitzvah of their 
daughters  

Adina & Adiela.   
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 ¢ƘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎΗ 

ϝ{ŜŜ ƅȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻ 
 

We are proud to announce that the 2017 

Mishloach Manot campaign was our banner year! 

We had our largest participation since we began 

and we raised $23,000! 

 

Kudos and thank you to everyone who 

contributed and shared in this beautiful Mitzvah of 

Mishloach Manot; we could not have done it 

without each and every one of you!  

 

Lastly, a tremendous thank you to June Brenner for 

spearheading this project!  

 

Cecile & Ruthie  
Sisterhood Co -Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner 

 

 

Dr. and Mrs. Barton 
Tanenbaum  

on the birth of a 
granddaughter, 

Charlotte,  to parents  
Robert and Phyllicia 

Tanenbaum.  

 

 

Emma Almond  
Cecile Gromis  

David Hollander  
Vera Markowitz  

 
Evan & Liz Greenspan  

Lois Hirt  

Rachel Howard  

OU West Coast  

William & Linda Levin  

Ruth Low  

David & Linda Morrow  

Gillis & Nathu  

Michael & Ariella Novack  

Mitch & Karen Parver  

Ramer Architecture  

NewDay Development  

Toni Rochelle  

Bnai Zion Foundation  

AVG Partners, LLC  

USC Shoah Foundation  

U.S. Trust  

RSM 

Marc Katz  

Bank of the West  

Merrill Lynch  

Direct Supply Equipment  

EXPLORING HALACHA 
Join Nati Baram every 

Shabbat afternoon  

45 minutes before mincha  
as he explores an interesting 

topic of Jewish law  
with the aid of ancient and 

contemporary texts.  

Join Rabbi 

Dunner for his 

weekly Gemara 

shiur on Shabbat 

morning at 

8:30am.   

   ϥϥ 
   

PAUL FEDER Z½½L        
Gemara Shiur  

 

The weekly Parsha Shiur 
will be taking place this 

Wednesday, March 
22nd at 8:30am 

Shiur for Ladies 

 
¸ƻƴŀǘƻƴ ϧ 5ŜǾƻǊŀƘ .Ǌȅŀƴǘ 

Samuel Michael  
Simcha ben Meir zól 

Father of  

Denise Richter  

Yahrtzeit ñ 21 Adar  

Benjamin Varon  
Benzion ben Shmuel zól 

Father of  

Sam Varon  

Yahrtzeit ñ25 Adar  
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RABBI DUNNER RABBI DUNNER   

PREPRE--PESACH SHIURPESACH SHIUR 

If you have observed a 
yahrtzeit, or had a 

Birthday or 
Anniversary that was 

not listed in the 
Tefillah Notebook, 

please let us know so 
we can update our 

records.   
Email office@yinbh.org  

TEEN MINYAN NEXT WEEK 
Teen boys & girls are 

welcome   
Special Teen Kiddush                              
will follow the minyan  

! ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǜŜƭǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǇŀŎƪΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ aƛǎƘƭƻŀŎƘ aŀƴƻǘΦ   

¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ /ŜŎƛƭŜ DǊƻƳƛǎ ŀƴŘ wǳǘƘƛŜ YŜƭƭŜǊƳŀƴ 
ǿƘƻ Ŏƻ-ŎƘŀƛǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǝ-LǎǊŀŜƭ .ƻȅŎƻǧΣ 5ƛǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ 

ŀƴŘ {ŀƴŎǝƻƴ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ōǳȅƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ   

Yƻƭ IŀƪŀǾƻŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗΗ 

WǳƴŜ .ǊŜƴƴŜǊΣ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ  

! ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 5ŀǊǊȅƭ YŀƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƘŜƭǇΗΗ 

wŀōōƛ 5ǳƴƴŜǊ 

wǳǘƘ .ǊŀƴŘǘ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ǊŜƴƴŜǊ 

{Ŝŀƴ /ƻƘŜƴ 

{ŀōƛƴŜ 5ǳƴƴŜǊ  

DŜƻǊƎŜǧŜ 5ǳƴǎǘ 

¢ŀƳŀǊ 9ƭƘƛŀƴƛ  

{ƘƛǊƛƴ CƛŀƭƪƻǾ 

5Ŝōōȅ CƻƎŜƭƳŀƴ 

WǳŘƛǘƘ DŀǊǎƘƻŦǎƪȅ  

[ŀǊǊȅ DŀǊǎƘƻŦǎƪȅ 

bŀŘƛƴŜ DŜǊǎƻƴ 

!ōƛƎŀƛƭ DƻƭŘōŜǊƎ  

/ŜŎƛƭŜ DǊƻƳƛǎ 

9Ř DǊƻƳƛǎ 

.ǊŀŎƘŀ IŀǎǎƛŘ 

/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ IŀǎǎƛŘ  

DƛƴŜǧŜ IƻŘŀǊŀ  

[ƻƛǎ IƛǊǘ 

9ǎǘƘŜǊ YŀƴŘŜƭ 

wǳǘƘƛŜ YŜƭƭŜǊƳŀƴ 

wƻǎŜ YŜƳǇǎ 

!ƭƭȅǎƻƴ YƛƳƳŜƭ 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ YǊŀƳŜǊ  

aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ YǊŀƳŜǊ   

[ƛƴŘŀ aƻǊǊƻǿ 

wƛǾƪŀ bƛǎǎŜƭ 

WǳŘȅ wŀȅƪƻũ 

{ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜ 

¢ƻƴƛ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜ 

{ƛƳƻƴ wǳōƛƴǎǘŜƛƴ 

{ǳǎȅ wǳōƛƴǎǘŜƛƴ 

Dŀƭƛƴŀ {ŀƳǳŜƭ 

IŜƭŜƴ {ŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ 

aƻǎƘŜ {ŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ 

LǊƛƴŀ {ŎƘŀŜũŜǊ 

{ƘŀǊƛ ²ŜƛƴŜǊ 

9ƭȅǎŜ ²ƻƭŦ 

*FMEIL7<E *7KLN 0E7KH 5LOM 

Next Sunday, March 26th, our shul is holding its annual dinner at the iconic 
Beverly Hills Hotel. We are honoring George and Irina Schaeffer, and the 

almost sold-out crowd will be amazed by world-famous mentalist and 
magician, Oz Pearlman, as well as by the Hollywood legend Robert Davi with 
a spectacular tribute to Frank Sinatra. The evening will include a silent auction 

with some incredible items. The event will begin with cocktails at 5:30pm, 
and the program and dinner at 6:30. If you havenõt made your reservations 

please be in touch with Madeline ASAP, or reserve online at bhsbanquet.com 
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Photos by Barry Novack  



 


