
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 
Next month will mark the  70th  anniversary of a notorious episode known as the "Roswell 
incident." In July 1947 -- at a remote site northwest of Roswell, New Mexico -- a county 
ranger named Mac Brazel came across strange looking debris in a field where he regularly 
grazed his sheep. Brazel was unable to identify the strange wreckage, so he summoned the 
local sheriff. Equally mystified, the sheriff contacted the local Roswell Army Airbase. Within 
hours, dozens of soldiers were dispatched to the site, where they collected every fragment 
of Brazelõs enigmatic find, and spirited it away in armored trucks. 
 

The following day, the Army announced  that the soldiers had recovered the wreckage of a weather 
balloon that had crashed into  the field. Evidently, this was a cover story; in reality, the airborne apparatus 
that had smashed into the ground was part of a short -lived top-secret military project called Project 
Mogul, which was created to  detect sound waves generated by Soviet atomic bomb tests. 
 

At the time, the Army cover story sufficed -- despite Brazelõs insistence that what he saw in the field was 
certainly not a weather balloon. But fast -forward to the late 1970s, and the Roswell story had exploded 
into a major conspiracy theory, with ufologists postulating that the debris had been wreckage from an 
alien ôflying saucerõ that had crashed -- along with a crew of aliens, whose bodies had been recovered from 
the site and hidden away so that the public would never find out the truth.  
 

This unlikely story evolved and gained a life of its own, eventually becoming a staple of sensationalist TV 
shows and sci-fi series. Recently, as the 70th anniversary has loomed, ônewsõ stories about Roswell have 
been coming out thick and fast.  
 

In one recent story, it was ôrevealedõ that a leaked Defense Intelligence Agency report had ôconfirmedõ that 
the debris at Roswell was from a crashed UFO, that dead aliens had been found at Roswell, and that there 
was a carefully planned government cover -up. A second recent story asserted that an alleged former CIA 
agent had made a filmed deathbed confession in which he stated that he saw an extra -terrestrial who 
survived Roswell being interrogated by government operatives.  
 

The thing is -- most people don't believe any of this, nor, for that matter, do we entertain the claims of 
those who maintain that the Apollo moon landings were all an elaborate hoax, or that Denver 
International Airport stands above an underground city that serves as a headquarters for the masonically -
inspired New World Order. Itõs not that any of these conspiracy stories can be categorically disproved, but 
we feel they do not need to be. The question is: why would any intelligent person believe such nonsense 
to be true? 
 

In the Torah portion of Korach, we are confronted with the story of a revolutionary movement against 
Moses and Aaron -- Korach and his supporters demanded a greater role in the leadership of Israel. On the 
face of it, this revolt was not that surprising. Korach was a prominent figure who felt excluded, as did his co
-conspirators from the tribe of Reuben, whom  had clearly been relegated to an inferior position in the 
national pecking order. And then there were the 250 princes who felt marginalized, inevitably resulting in 
their discontent.  
 

Accordingly, it is understandable that all of those involved in Korachõs insurrection would challenge the 
hierarchy at some point. Nevertheless, the medieval commentator Rashi dismisses Korach and his co-
conspirators, even though he acknowledges Korachõs intelligence: òKorach was astute; how was it possible 
that he engaged in this foolishness?ó 
 

The Jerusalem Talmud teaches that Korach was guilty of two foundational theological crimes: he denied 
the prophetic uniqueness of Moses, and he repudiated the divine origin of the Torah. Maimonides says 
that any Jew who denies the authority of Mosesõ prophecy or the Torahõs divine origins could not possibly 
have been present at Mount Sinai. This assertion seems contradicted by the story of Korach, who must 
certainly have been present at Mount Sinai. Maimonidesõ statement also seems to remove freedom of 
choice as an option when it comes to this claim. 
 

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler (1892-1953) suggests in his fascinating Jewish Ethics masterpiece, Michtav 
MõEliyahu, that every person has his or her ònekudat bechiraó -- òpoint of free willó. Theoretically, we could 
all wake up one morning and decide that the world is flat, or that a UFO piloted by aliens crashed at 
Roswell -- but we donõt. Of course, we have the freedom to believe anything we want, but when we 
choose not to believe in Roswell, or in moon landing hoax stories, it is not connected to our freedom of 
choice. 
 

Instead, our personal "point of free will"  might relate to choosing to be properly Shabbat observant, or 
ensuring that we attend daily prayers, or observing proper kosher food standards  -- and our goal must be 
to constantly move our  "point" in a direction of growth and improvement.  
 

Maimonides is not suggesting that choice is not an option when it comes to believing that Moses was 
Judaismõs most elevated prophet or other principles of Judaism. Rather, he is informing us that if someoneõs 
personal "point of free will"  falls in an area of doubt on these principles, that person has clearly opted out of 
the nation that stood at the foot of Mount Sinai, headed to the fringes, and embraced a Roswell -type 
narrative that rejects the theology norms that regular Jews know to be true.   
 

Korach and his group of supporters had inexplicably abandoned self -evident truths, and became believers 
in the biblical equivalent of Roswell. That they did so should remind us all that the option of Torah -rejection 
is a real possibility, even for intelligent people, and that it is no different from believing that aliens from 
outer space crash-landed at Roswell in 1947. 
 

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, Chodesh Tov, and a wonderful week ahead,        

Rabbi Pini Dunner  

30 Sivan ƍ Parshat Korach ƍ Rosh Chodesh Tammuz June 23 -24, 2017  
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 
FRIDAY, June 23 
7:50pm      CANDLE LIGHTING 
6:30pm      MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 

SATURDAY, June 24 
8:15am              Rabbiõs Gemara Shiur 
9:00am               SHACHARIT 
6:55pm             Pre-Mincha Shiur 
7:40pm                 MINCHA 
8:00 pm                SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
8:50 pm                 MAARIV  
8:53pm           SHABBAT ENDS 

YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE  
Shabbat & Shavuot  

 

10:00 Free play,  games & books.  
10:50 Parsha story & questions  
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  
11:15 Circle time - davening, singing,     
 Shabbat songs & games.  
12:00 Kids service ends 

Thank You 

Weekday Davening Times  
Sunday RC Tammuz 

Monday June 26  

Tuesday June 27  

Wednesday June 28  

Thursday June 29  

Friday June 30  

8:00am  

6:20am  

6:30am  

6:30am  

6:20am  

6:30am  

Membership Renewal 

Packets will be mailed out 

next week.  Please return 

them to the office as 

quickly as possible.   

Join Rabbi Dunner for his 

weekly Gemara shiur on 

Shabbat morning at 8:30 am   

This week we will be the second 

week of Masechet Brachot  

   ϥϥ 
  

PAUL FEDER Z½½L GEMARA 
Shiur  



 

EXPLORING HALACHA 
Join Nati Baram every 

Shabbat afternoon  
45 minutes before mincha as 
he explores an interesting 

topic of Jewish law with the 
aid of ancient and 
contemporary texts.  

 
¢ƘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ  
ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΗ 

 

9ƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǾŀŎŀǝƻƴǎΗ 
 

{Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ƘŀƭƻƳΗ 
 

Cecile & Ruthie  
Sisterhood Co -Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner 

 
 

Celebrate someone you love or commemorate the Yahrtzeit of a 
departed loved one.  

Kiddushéééééééééééééé...$500      

Kiddush with Cholentéé......................$650     

Kiddush w Cholent & Sushiéééé.é.$775    

Extended Kiddushéééééééé......$1250 

Kiddush Luncheonééééééééé...$3000 

Seudah Shlishitéé.é..$360 
Sidduréééééé..éé.$50 
Chumashééééé..éé$75 

Who matters in your life?  

Thank you for not wearing 
perfumes in consideration of 
those with asthma or allergies 

If you have observed a 
yahrtzeit, or had a Birthday or 

Anniversary that was not 
listed in the Tefillah Notebook, 

please let us know so we can 
update our records.   

Email office@yinbh.org  

Please contact the shul office for 
details and to find out which 

weeks are available  

 

 

Meir Dunner  
Raquel Garshofsky  

Moshe Goldberg  
Rachel Kessler  
Irina Schaeffer  
Michele Silver  
Susan Varon  

 

The weekly Parsha Shiur will be 
meeting on  

Wednesday, June 28th at 8:30am 

Shiur for Ladies !ƭŀƴ ϧ WǳŘȅ CƻƎŜƭƳŀƴ 

aƻǎƘŜ ϧ IŜƭŜƴ {ŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ 

Leonard Lopatin  
Eliezer Zvi ben Ephraim  

Father of  

Bill Lopatin  

Yahrtzeit ñ 30 Sivan  

Gail Kestenbaum  

Gittel bat Zev Velvel aóh 

Mother of  

Mark Kestenbaum  

Yahrtzeit ñ2 Tammuz  

Reba Zeller  

Rivka bat Max aóh 

Mother of  

Robert Zeller  

Yahrtzeit ñ3 Tammuz  

Karen Banker  

Chaya Mindel bat Gershon aóh 

Sister of  

Janice Kaufler  

Yahrtzeit ñ6 Tammuz  

Rose Garshofsky  

Bella Roza bat Moshe Eliezer 
HaKohen aóh 

Mother of  

Larry Garshofsky  

Yahrtzeit ñ6 Tammuz  

 

 

 

The IDF/USA concert was performed in front of the largest crowd ever in the 

history of our beautiful synagogue.   We were not only sold out, but we added 

over seventy chairs to the social hall.   There were numerous standing ovations 

as the community was treated to a memorable and emotionally charged evening 

of song and patriotism.     It is rare and long overdue for an Orthodox synagogue 

to highlight the American Army in such a beautiful and uplifting display of 

support.   Without Americaõs sacrifice it is doubtful that the survivors would have 

made it out of Eastern Europe and of course today we have Israel, a strong and 

vibrant Jewish nation, and a thriving American Jewry, thanks to the USA.    If 

that is not enough we were then enthralled by the beautiful voices of our three 

chazans, Lt. Col Shai Abramson, Chief Cantor of the IDF, Colin Schachat a 

worldwide singing star, and our very own Nati Baram accompanied by the 

amazing IDF Choir and Band.    

Yasher koach to Nati for putting together this amazing night and North America 

Tour.   Many thanks to our Executive Director, Madeline Kramer, to Kristen, 

Darryl, Gae, and Sarrah Kam.   Finally, we owe a big debt of gratitude to our 

event co-chairs, Janice Kaufler and Gina Raphael.      

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
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G A L A  C O N C E R T T R I B U T E T O  I S R A E L  A N D  T H E  U S A  

M O N D A Y ,  J U N E  19 T H   

       Photos by Barry Novack  



 

OU BANQUET 2017 -  June 21st, 2017 

Honoring Nadine Gerson & Robert Zeller. MAZAL TOV!  

       Photos by Barry Novack  


