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SHABBAT SCHEDULE Dearest Members and Friends,

ERIDAY, June 30
7:50pm  CANDLE LIGHTING
6:30pm  MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT

As if we are not cynical and jaded enough, enter the latest fashion in fake news: the
‘miracle survivor’ story that turns out to be a lie. This week the BBC was forced to
apologize after publishing a ‘breaking news’ story on its website claiming that a ‘baby’

SATURDAY, July 1 ) ) had miraculously been discovered alive in the ruins of Grenfell Tower, 12 days after the
8:30am Rabbi’s Gemara Shiur London building was destroyed in a devastating fire with the loss of at least 80 lives.
?jlgarnq ﬁlm\ggﬁR'T But rather than focus on the sick motivations of the click-bait website that came up with
oP ; ; the story, let's consider something else for a moment - if the story had been true, would
6:55pm Pre-Mincha Shiur : s , . - : .
. the BBC have been accurate in describing the baby’s survival as a miracle? After all, if one could determine
8:00 pm SEUDAH SHLISHIT : . ]
8:50 pm MAARIV that the survivor child had somehow been protected from the fire and smoke, and had then found a
8:53pm SHABBAT ENDS source of nutrition to last until it was discovered, rather than the survival being a miracle, it might better be

described as exceptionally good luck. No laws of nature broken, no claim made that the child was
protected or fed by an angel — why would the story be labeled a miracle?

Weekday Davening Times

Sunday July 2 8:00am This question cuts to the core of religious faith, and has vexed philosophers and theologians for millennia.
Monday July 3 6:20am The first person to formally wrestle as a rationalist with the existence or otherwise of the supernatural was
Tuesday July 4 8:00am the Greek philosopher, Aristotle (384-322 BC). He believed that supernatural miracles defied reason, and

Wednesd}; ng 5 6:30am that anything that defied reason was, by definition, impossible. The great medieval Jewish philosopher and
Thursd yJ ) y6 6:20 rabbi, Moses Maimonides (1135-1204), was an avid devotee of Aristotelian philosophy, and he went to
F‘fjaai'] lu 5; 6. 30:$ great lengths to reconcile Aristotle’s views with the numerous stories of supernatural events in the Torah —
1day July B

not always very convincingly, it must be said.

N Interestingly, although they never openly debated the veracity of miracles, the Talmudic sages in Abot (5:8)
W ? acknowledged this theological challenge by proposing that certain supernatural events recorded in the
q=F Torah were in fact conceived of by God at the dawn of creation, but only crystallized at a particular time
Gregg & Naomi Gittler for and place, when they became relevant. Abot lists 10 such phenomena, including Moses’ staff, Miriam's
sponsoring Seudah Shlishit to Well, and the ‘mouth’ of Balaam'’s talking donkey.

commemorate the yahrtzeit of My own ancestor, Rabbi Judah Loew (1520-1609), the “Maharal of Prague”, offers a compelling theological
Gregg's father compromise to reconcile Aristotle’s rationalism with numerous biblical occurrences of the supernatural, an
e U intriguing alternative to the proposition in Abot. “Just as there is an order to nature,” he says, “so too there
Lawrence Gittler, is an order to the miraculous.”

Lavi ben Yosef z”I. In the Maharal's opinion miracles do not defy natural law, because God’s creation was never set up to be a
binary system of nature and the supernatural. Instead miracles have their own set of laws, in parallel to
nature, although these laws cannot be subjected to the rigid empiricism demanded by Aristotelian
Welco mel philosophy. This is because miracles are self-evidently extremely scarce, requiring very specific

* circumstances to trigger them, and even the slightest deviation from those circumstances will prevent the
b aj.mapifestation from occurring.

1N§]na
rhaps this explains an anomaly in the episode of Miriam’s Well found in the Torah portion of Chukat.
Moses approached God to ask Him how he might resolve the water crisis, God told him to draw
Watgr éug of a rqck, According to the medieval commentator, Rashi, Moses attempted to find the exact
A2 o use, but was somehow unable to locate it. Irritated by the delay, the thirsty nation
ed@nvt&git restless. As far as they were concerned any rock would do — surely if God wanted Moses to
progluxe élger frorRaéocksit é/?ulﬂ jna&eQMff%ence which rock it was.
%‘us expg smptic response to the nation when they began to protest (Num. 20:10): n1a V700 |nD
x%s ‘ar produce water for you out of this rock?” Namely, who said this is the rock set up
withikh tBeSalgbfanRayieX to drofule the required water? God does not indiscriminately break the laws of
giritel The copdr{nqnsxh@/q(tcxbﬁ egactly right, or the miracle will not occur.
Rabbi Mordechai Yosef Leiner of I1zbica (1801-1854), one of the nineteenth century’s most original Hasidic
thinkers, takes this even further. The Torah attributes God's refusal to allow Moses entry into the Promised
Land as a reaction to this episode. But rather than being a punishment, it was simply based on Moses own
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YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE (r:?)tzj?g?qlg.t ((;légg:‘nstances had to be exactly right, he had told the people, and if they were not, the miracle
10:00 Free play, games & books. Moses had known for quite some time that it was going to be Joshua who led the nation into the
10:50 Parsha story & questions Promised Land, and that once the forty-year period in the wilderness was over, his time was up.
%Hg £n*°| shul to kdISS the Torah Nevertheless, Moses was hoping that God would reverse the natural order and allow him to enter the land
' sﬁgb%;;ﬁ%ngsaéegéﬁe:'"g'"9 in defiance of his destiny — a miracle, as it were. So how was God going to break the news to him that his
12:00  Kids service ends destiny was irrevocable?

After the confrontation over the rock, God had the perfect explanation for Moses. Asked to produce water
. out of any rock, Moses had responded that the rock had to be exactly the right one. In the final analysis,
Membership Renewal supernatural phenomena are never random. Miracles are carefully calibrated, each with an order and a

. . purpose of its own. Moses’ entry into the Promised Land did not fit into that order, and after the incident
Packets will be mailed with the rock this sad reality would finally make sense to him.

out next week. Please Ultimately, supernatural law is no different to natural law, following strict criteria that cannot be overruled.
. The refreshing consequence of this brilliant idea is that both the natural and the supernatural emanate
return them to the office equivalently from God'’s will, making science and mysticism cousins in one family rather than mutually
exclusive foes.

as quickly as possible. Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, Chodesh Tov, and a wonderful week ahead,

Rabbi Pini Dunner
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Shiur for Ladies
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OU GREATER LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY
and Tuesday, July 11, 2017 | 7:30em
Uah of t RUESTISHEAKES o n |
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Raphy and Rivka Nissel | AF
Ceremony in Israel on J

NINDN 1R

Donated by the Nissel Family
‘ Los Angsles, Juns 2017

Finding Comfort
in Yearning for

MAARIV

8:30

FAST ENDS

8:46

THIS YEAR’S TEFILA WILL BE HOSTED BY: .
ADAS TORAH 9040 WesT pico BLVD. LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA LOS ANGELES AREA
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