23 Av ● Eikev—Birkat Hachodesh

SHABBAT SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, AUGUST 3
7:34pm CANDLELIGHTING
6:30pm MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4
8:15am
RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR
9:00am
SHACHARIT
7:35pm
MINCHA
7:55pm
SEUDAH SLISHIT
8:35pm
MA’ARIV
8:36pm
SHABBAT ENDS
Weekday Davening Times
Sun. Aug 5
8:00am & 7:35pm
Mon. Aug 6
6:20am & 7:35pm
Tues. Aug 7
6:30am & 7:35pm
Wed. Aug 8
6:30am & 7:35pm
Thurs. Aug 9
6:20am & 7:35pm
Fri. Aug 10
6:30am & 6:30pm

YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE
10:00 Free play, games & books.
10:40 Snack time, Parsha story &
questions
11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah
Circle time - davening, singing,
Shabbat songs & games. (Ping
pong, foosball, basketball)
11:30 Kids service ends

PAUL FEDER Z’’L GEMARA SHIUR

Join Rabbi Dunner for his
Gemara shiur every Shabbat
morning 45 minutes before
Shacharit.
לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן שמשון הלוי

Thank you to our kiddush Thank
to our kiddush sponsors
Jean and Jerry Friedman and
their children Karen & Yedidia in
celebra on of becoming Sabba
and Savta Raba.
Jean and Jerry invite the
congrega on to a recep on at
their home where their
daughter Karen will share her
innova ve work with fer lity
and the Gefen Center in Israel.
Wednesday, August 8, 8pm at
the Friedman residence.
Please RSVP to
jeanf18@aol.com
or call 310‐274‐7222

August 3-4, 2018

Dearest Members and Friends,
Earlier this week, at a raucous rally in Florida, President Trump cited a poll that he claimed
showed him to be the most popular Republican of all time. It was not the first time Trump
has mentioned this poll. Last month, just before his visit to London, he cited the poll’s
findings in an interview with British tabloid newspaper The Sun, making the bizarre claim
that he was more popular than President Abraham Lincoln, the first Republican to occupy
the White House.
Trump’s idiosyncratic interpretation of the poll aside, it is certainly the case that its findings have absolutely
no bearing on his popularity in comparison to the GOP’s most iconic president. There were no
professionally conducted scientific opinion polls in the 1860s, so we don’t know if Trump has beaten
Lincoln or not, and we will never know.
Lincoln is one of five extraordinary leaders featured in the recently published book about leadership by the
Harvard historian Nancy Koehn. According to Koehn, Lincoln’s most extraordinary achievement was his
transition from novice to word-class statesman in a relatively short period of time. In an article published
this week, she cites a number of reasons to explain this rapid transformation, and his astonishing
leadership abilities while in office, particularly bearing in mind that it was a time of great turmoil for the
fractious country he had been elected to lead.
In Koehn’s view, Lincoln was driven by a mission which he stuck with, although he also constantly
remained aware of the big picture. He never spread himself too thin, preferring to focus on a limited
number of objectives at any point in time. He sought advice from a wide variety of sources but did not
blame others for his decisions if they went wrong. Lincoln never misled the country about consequences of
decisions he was making.
Lincoln would articulate all the pros and cons of a decision, as he understood them, so that the people
were aware of the risks and benefits of going in a particular direction. He also perfected the art of restraint
and taking no action, which was often a more difficult choice than doing something. Finally, Lincoln was
incredibly resilient in the face of phenomenal pressure, and once he felt he was doing the right thing
would not fold in the face of even the most hostile opposition.
Each one of these attributes is powerful in-and-of-itself, and we would all be happy with leaders who
shared even some of these qualities with Lincoln. Nonetheless, I think that Koehn omitted Lincoln’s most
outstanding quality from her list, the trait that truly enabled him to utilize all his other traits with such selfassurance – the understanding that he, Mr. Lincoln, did not exert ultimate control, which was always in
God’s hands.
In October 1863, as the Civil War continued to rage, Lincoln told a meeting of Presbyterian ministers in
Baltimore: “Amid the greatest difficulties of my Administration, when I could not see any other resort, I
would place my whole reliance on God, knowing that all would go well, and that He would decide for the
right.” Although Lincoln was not a devout man, a fact he was only too ready to admit, he had incredible
faith in God, and a profound belief that none of his achievements had been without God’s help.
Addressing a special session of Congress at the beginning of the Civil War, arranged to clarify the unusual
circumstances which had led to the decision to launch a military campaign, Lincoln ended his lengthy
remarks with an incredible declaration: “Having thus chosen our course, without guile, and with pure
purpose, let us renew our trust in God, and go forward without fear, and with manly hearts.”
In spite of all the careful planning, and the rectitude of the unionist cause, Lincoln fully comprehended the
magnitude of what he had taken on, and how easily it could all go horribly wrong. Only with God’s help
would they defeat the southern states and achieve their objectives.
As part of a pep talk given by Moses to the nation before he died and they embarked on the conquest of
Canaan, he posited that they might one day ask (Deut. 7:17): ישׁם
ָ הוֹר
ִ ְ“ ַר ִבּים הַ גּוֹיִם הָ אֵ לֶּה ִממֶּ נִּ י אֵ יכָה אוּכַל לHow
can I conquer these nations? They are so much greater than me!" To prepare them for this eventuality,
Moses suggested that they remind themselves of the great miracles before and after the Exodus, which
would reassure them they had nothing to fear.
But why mention that doubt would arise? Just issue a directive not to fear the enemy in the knowledge
that God had their back and they were not on their own. Sefat Emet explains that in order to acknowledge
God, we must first be aware that we do not have the power to do anything on our own. Bearing in mind
what we are up against, we must recognize our own helplessness so that we understand the need for
God’s help.
Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech Spira takes this idea even further. Whenever we feel that challenges we face are so
great they cannot be overcome, we must immediately realize that it is we who are the issue. The
introductory verse cites the projected question to convey the root of the problem, us, when we say; “they
are so much greater than me.” By introducing God into the equation we change the dynamic, so that
success is more likely. Even if we are not personally worthy, the acknowledgement that God is our only
hope, as evidenced at Exodus, is all that we need to conquer the unconquerable.
Although Abraham Lincoln understood that the buck stopped with him, a role he grew into and perfected
in record time, he also understood that without God’s help his presidency was doomed, as was the
country. And it was this powerful faith in God that underpinned all of his other valuable attributes.
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner

Shiur for Ladies
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The ladies Parsha Shiur will meet next on
Wednesday, August 8th at 8:30am

We had an overwhelming number of members
who participated in the Kramer family gift. We
know our gift will add to their incredible
Simcha! Thank you for your generosity!

If you have observed a yahrtzeit, or had
a Birthday or Anniversary that was not
listed in the Tefilla Notebook, please let
us know so we can update our records.
Email office@yinbh.org

The Sisterhood proudly presents the following
upcoming events!

AUGUST
Dudamel & Perlman
August 21st 8pm
The Hollywood Bowl
Member: $75
Non-member: $85
YP: $45
BUS TRANSPORTATION INCLUDED!
Have a wonderful August & Shabbat Shalom!
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Chavi Hertz
David Silver
Ittai Louie
John Fogelman
Jonathan Kellerman
Simon Rubinstein

Happy Birthday to Simon the best husband, father,
father-in law and Opa
around. We are so lucky to
have you in our lives with
your love, sense of humor, and generosity.
May you live to 120 (or 2x your age)!
Love,
Susy, Natalie, Oren, Oliver, Ashley, Jordan
Jade, Jamie, Aiden, Emma

William Graysen
Beil ben Moshe z"l
Husband of
Susan Graysen
Yahrtzeit—25 Av

Introducing

Yitzchak ben Yaakov
Aryeh z”l
Grandfather of
Toni Rochelle
Yahrtzeit—26 Av

Lily Jaclyn Kramer
Leah Nechama

לאה נחמה

Behrouz & Nora
Soroudi

Mazel Tov to
Madeline & Daniel Kramer

Set in the Hasidic enclave
of Boro Park, Brooklyn,
93QUEEN follows a group
of tenacious Hasidic
women who are
smashing the boundaries
in their community by
crea ng the ﬁrst all‐
female volunteer
ambulance corps in New
York City.
Movie Premiere August
14th at Laemmle’s Fine
Art Theatre with director
Paula Eiselt, and Ruckie
Freier hos ng the Q&A.
The movie opens at se‐
lect theatres on 8/15. For
screening info go to
www.93queen.com.
To organize group ckets
which will include a
discount, contact Trish@abramorama.com

