
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

Last Wednesday I crept quietly into a room at my daughterõs apartment in New York, to catch 
my first glimpse of our first grandchild, a tiny beautiful baby girl, born to Shoshana and her 
husband Zion the Saturday before. A couple of days earlier Zion named the baby Miriam 
Emunah at his synagogue in Queens, after being called up to the Torah, as is our tradition.  

Miriam was my motherõs name, and the baby was named after her. My mother passed away quite suddenly 
just over twelve years ago at the age of sixty-five. Born in Rotterdam in 1941, whilst Holland was occupied by 
the Nazis, she was adopted by a gentile couple who masqueraded her as their own baby. This incredibly 
generous act undoubtedly saved my motherõs life.  

After the Allied victory against Germany in 1945, my mother was reunited with her parents, who had 
miraculously survived the war by hiding in a false closet at the home of a gentile friend. Only recently I 
discovered that my grandfather would occasionally sneak out of hiding to visit my mother. Although he did 
not reveal his identity to her, pretending to be a business associate of her foster father, he made sure to visit 
so that he could keep up as his baby daughter grew into a little young girl.  

It is a strange feeling to see baby Miri, as she will be called, and to know that she will bear my motherõs name 
for the rest of her life. Jewish tradition places a lot of meaning in someoneõs name, and particularly if they are 
named after someone significant ð whether it be a departed loved one or a great historical figure. Somehow 
their life is expected to echo the life of their namesake, or at the very least they are expected to emulate the 
qualities of the person they are named after. And very often, as time unfolds, one may observe the effect this 
has on peopleõs lives ð often positive, but occasionally negative, as they struggle to match up to the burden 
of expectation which accompanies their name.  

The importance of a name is not an idea limited to Jewish tradition. Numerous studies have shown how 
much a name can affect success in life. In 2011, the Journal of Experimental Social Psychology published a 
paper which included information from numerous studies proving that oneõs name impacts on how one 
may be perceived even before people meet you. The authors suggest that easily pronounced names òare 
judged more positively than difficult -to-pronounce names,ó which means, in practical terms, that you are 
more likely to get a job if your name has one or two syllables, rather than three or more. 

Meanwhile, a 2009 study by a team from Shippensburg University in Pennsylvania showed that òunpopular 
names are positively correlated with juvenile delinquency.ó After producing irrefutable proof of this trend, 
the authors propose that òadolescents with unpopular names may be more prone to crime because they are 
treated differently by their peers, making it more difficult for them to form relationships, [and] juveniles with 
unpopular names may also act out because they ... dislike their names.ó  

The flip side of this phenomenon was presented in a 2013 German study which concluded, quite 
remarkably, that Germans with noble -sounding surnames, such as Kaiser (òemperoró), Kºnig (òkingó), and 
F¿rst (òprinceó), are more likely to have senior roles at work than those with last names which indicate 
everyday occupations, such as Koch (òcookó), Bauer (òfarmeró), and Becker (òbakeró). This is despite the fact 
that the noble -sounding surname is not evidence of noble descent, or any kind of superiority. Simply as a 
result of òassociative cognition, the status linked to a name may spill over to its bearer and influence his or 
her occupational outcomes.ó 

The subject of names comes up quite unexpectedly at the beginning of Vayishlach. On the night before 
Jacobõs highly anticipated meeting with his brother Esau, he is suddenly set upon by a mysterious individual, 
who wrestles with him until dawn. Before departing, he asks Jacob to reveal his name, and upon hearing it 
promptly informs him that from now on Jacob will be known as Israel ð a Hebrew portmanteau which 
carries the message that Jacob had òwrestled with the Divine and with humans, and prevailed.ó 

In response, Jacob asks his mysterious wrestling opponent ð who the Midrash reveals was Esauõs angel alter-
ego ð to reveal his name. But the angel replies (Gen. 39:29):      -òwhy are you asking me for 
my name?ó ð and then promptly leaves without answering the question. The commentaries all puzzle over 
his elusive response. 

The legendary mussar luminary, Rabbi Leib Chasman offers a powerful solution to the angelõs evasion. By 
not answering Jacobõs question, the angel actually answered it. A name defines a personõs positive essence 
and potential. The angel who fought with Jacob embodied the opposite of everything positive; as Esauõs 
protector he personified the idea of òyetzer haraó (evil inclination), which has no identity of its own.  

In spiritual terms yetzer hara is the epitome of nothing, a pyrotechnic display of smoke and mirrors. In the 
realm of God and truth yetzer hara does not actually exist, and therefore has no name. It is as a result of this 
that one may find it hard to identify the yetzer hara, and therefore avoid it. At the same time, it puts 
everything associated with yetzer hara into perspective ð with no real substance, it is capricious, ephemeral, 
and ultimately utterly pointless. 

When we carry the name of a beloved family member, or a revered biblical figure, or ð as is often the case ð 
both, we carry with it the potential of everything positive that characterized their lives into ours. My mother 
was a gentle, generous soul, who lived to do good and to share the goodness she had been given by God. 
Little Miri is lucky to carry her name, but more than that, she is lucky to be the vessel of that positive 
potential.  

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner  

16 Kislev ƍ Vayishlach November 23 -24, 2018  

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
4:27pm          CANDLELIGHTING 
4:30pm          MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
8:30am          RABBIõS GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15am           SHACHARIT   
3:50pm          HALACHA SHIUR WITH CHAZAN  
4:25pm          MINCHA  
4:45pm          SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
5:25pm          MAõARIV 
5:30pm          SHABBAT ENDS 

Sun. Nov 25               8:00am & 4:30pm  

Mon. Nov 26              6:20am & 4:30pm  

Tues. Nov 27             6:30am & 4:30pm  

Wed. Nov 28              6:30am & 4:30pm  

Thu. Nov 29                                      6:20am & 4:30pm  

Fri. Nov 30                6:30am & 4:25pm  

This weekõs Tefilla Notebook is sponsored by 

Steven Dorfman to commemorate the 

yahrtzeit of his mother Anne Gendis,  

Chana Braina bat Yosef aóh 

Yahrtzeit~20 Kislev  
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Sisterhood Corner 
The Sisterhood proudly presents the 

following upcoming events!  

*See flyers for additional info  

NOVEMBER 

Annual Chanukah Toy Drive  

Donate unwrapped toys and 

iTunes gift cards for Chai Lifeline 

children and teens!  

Barrel and sign -up sheet are 

located in the lobby.  

 

DECEMBER 

Join us for a fascinating Shiur with 

Rabbi Dunner!  

The Short & Extraordinary Life of 

Rabbi Nachman of Breslov  

December 11 at 8pm  

 

Save the dateé 

See contemporary artist Ai 

Weiweiõs Life Cycle together with 

your friends from the YINBH 

Sisterhood!  

Tour led by Deborah Thompson  

Sunday, December 16  

10:45am  

Marciano Art Foundation  

4357 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 

90010 

 

JANUARY 

Mitzvah Day!  

A day of giving to people in need  

Blood Drive  

What type are you? Be the giving 

type. Donate blood!  

Shatnez Check!  

Bring in any item of clothing that 

needs to be checked for Shatnez!  

Canned Food Drive  

Global Kindness will distribute your 

donated canned food items for 

needy families in the LA area.  

Date and time TBD  

 

Shabbat Shalom!  

Cecile & Ruthie  

Sisterhood Co -Presidents 

 

EXPLORING HALACHA 
 

Join Nati Baram every Shabbat afternoon 35 minutes 
before mincha as he explores an interesting topic of Jewish 

law with the aid of ancient and contemporary texts.  

 

The ladies Parsha Shiur will meet next 
on November 28th at 8:30am 

Shiur for Ladies 

Anne  Gendis  
Chana Braina Bat Yosef a"h  

Mother of  
Steven Dorfman  

Yahrtzeit ñ 20 Kislev  

     Leonard Gerber  
     Shoshana Giahn  
Bart Tanenbaum  

Susan Cohen  
Ari Rosenblatt  

Faramarz Sadeghi  
Ethan Louie  
Steven Feder  

Mia Gross  

 

 

 

Mazel 

Tov to Chanie & Dr. Eli Baron and 

Grandparents Judy & Howard 

Raykoff and the entire family on the 

birth of a baby boy! May 

they merit to raise him to a 

life of Torah, Chupah, and 

Maasim Tovim!  

 

 

 

Mazal to Janice and Philip 

Kaufler  on the birth of a grandson, 

born to Joseph and Tracie 

Wagner and mazal tov 

to great aunt and uncle, 

Shawny and Richard 

Fine  

Thank you to our very own YINBH 

Sisterhood for donating new kitchen 

equipment. We know the upgrades will 

ensure that all future events held at the 

Shul will run smoothly and efficiently.  

 

Larry & Judith Garshofsky on 

their son 

Jonathanõs 

wedding to 

Avital  
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3ÃÈÏÌÁÒ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÅ  
ΣΦ-ΣΧÔÈ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ 

!Ó ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /5 4ÏÒÁÈ 7ÅÅËÅÎÄ 

/ÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÏÎÄÏÎȟ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄȟ 2ÁÂÂÉ 
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ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ 



 


